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THE 

author's  preface. 


T  RETURNED  into  France,  after  the 
-*-  retreat  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  to 
colle6t,  if  poflible,  the  wreck  of  a  fortune, 
neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  my  wife,  and 
children,  then  emigrants;  and  I  lived  near 
eighteen  months  at  Paris,  uninterrupted. 

The  wifli  of  being  ufeful  to  my  king,  and 
my  country,  could  alone  prompt  me  to  fur- 
mount  every  obftacle,  and  approach  the 
tyrants,  that  opprefs  us.  I  faw  their  man- 
ners, and  character;  I  know  their  means  and 
projects;  and  I  (hall  defcribe  them  without 
vanity,  and  without  fear. 

I  efcapcd  from  the  dansjMfcvhich  $vcry 
where  furrounded  mc,  .$■  p<^  an  exte- 
rior of  frivolity,  and  diif^JRi^  which 
hufhed  fufpicion;    and  I  left  F-kairce,  alter 
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having  ftudied  the  Revolution  in  the  midft  of 
its  horrors. 

The  perils,  and  the  motives,  which  deter- 
mined me  to  expofe  myfelf  to  them,  mould 
have  elevated  me,  above  the  fulpicions  of 
malevolence.  They  know  not  how  to  efti- 
mate  the  poffeflion  of  a  confcience  irre- 
proachable, and  firm  in  the  reclitude  of  its 
intentions ;  but  in  the  purity  of  my  motives, 
I  feel  my  reward. 

Journalifts,  thoughtlefs,  and  wicked  men, 
may  make  me,  like  themfelves.  I  (hall  fay 
the  truth — I  (hall  publifh  facls,  and  obferva- 
tions,  important  to  the  community;  and  I 
am  ready  to  account  for  the  aftions  of  my 
life  to  any  other,  than  vile  impoftors. 

June  25,  1794. 
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TRANSLATOR'S  preface. 


A  S  the  Tranflator  undertook  this  Work  without  acquainting 
the  Count  of  Montgaillard,  he  does  not  conceive  him- 
felf  obliged  to  confide  implicitly  in  that  gentleman's  llate- 
ments.  The  reader  will  find  fome  contradictions ;  and  though 
a  father  is  generally  blinded  to  the  defects  of  his  own  bant- 
ling, the  want  of  fymmetry  feems  to  have  even  (truck  the 
eye  of  the  intelligent  Author ;  and  the  contradictions  are  ex- 
cufed,  becaufe  "  a  Revolution,  (p.  51)  both  produces,  and  ex- 
*'  plains  them." 

If  the  project  of  this  Pamphlet  was  intended  to  increafe  the 
alarm,  already  widely  excited  in  this  country,  it  will,  perhaps, 
fail  in  the  attempt ;  for  though  it  fupplies  ample  food  for  the 
Alarmift,  and  opprefTes  the  prefent  leaders  in  France  with  the 
moft  opprobrious  epithets,  it  mews,  that  the  power  of  the 
ifting  government  is  more  firmly  eftablifhed,  than  in  England 
we  had  believed. 

The  Author  imagines,  that  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety 
cam  ot  refift  a  war  for  two  years  longer  ;  but  fliould  this  com- 
mercial nation,  fufpend  the  greater  duties  of  humanity  for  the 
purpofe  of  extirpating  this  Germ  of  Revolution,  (p.  49)  we 
arc  not  affined,  that  our  moft  vigorous  exertions  could  1 
anything  important;  and  fince  the  minifter  of  this  country  ^ 
makes  war  till  that  diftant  period,  the  extirpation  of  the  prefent 
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men,  we  may  dread,  that  "  the  deputies  (p.  45)  of  great  in- 
"  rluence,  even  Robefpierre  himfelf,  may  go  to  the  fcaffold, 
tl  and  yet  produce  no  effential  change  in  affairs." 

We  cannot  now  expect  (p.  44)  any  great  internal  infur- 
rection  ;  and  as  the  National  Convention  have  furvived  (p.  57) 
the  thirty-three  counter-revolutionary  affemblages,  which  lafl 
year  diftra&ed  France,  we  may  be  convinced,  that  their  power 
is  not  maintained  by  force  alone,  or  by  the  fole  dread  of  the 
fcaffolds. 

The  French  nation  have  abjured,  like  our  anceftors,  the 
errors  of  the  Catholic  church;  but  bounding,  with  their  nati- 
onal levity,  from  the  extremes  of  blind  confidence  to  the  verge 
of  abfolute  licentioufnefs,  they  have  too  abruptly  deftroyed  the 
eftablifhments  of  religion.  To  the  Englifhman,  who  views 
this  mighty  whirlwind,  beyond  the  influence  of  its  vortex,  their 
efforts  appear  to  have  been  directed  by  madnefs.  The  rational 
philofopher,  or  political  calculator,  is  aftonifhed  at  the  infatu- 
ation: but  the  claffic,  who  contemplates  the  renewal  of  Gymna- 
fia  triumphal  festivals,  &c.  will,  perhaps,  deny  that  the  crimes 
of  Greece  and  Rome  commence,  (p.  47)  and  will  with  difficulty 
infer,  "  that  peace,  accommodation,  or  negociation,  (p.  48) 
iC  iviih  their  Republic,  will  be  the  molt  violent  outrage  upon 
';  facial  order.'' 

If  the  expences  of  the  Republic  are  great  beyond  former 
calclations,  if  the  months  of  March  and  .April  (p.  38)  coft 
h  immenfe  firms  to  the  Republic,  we  mult  not  forget,  that 
feven-ninths  of  the  foil  (p.  36)  are  nationalized;  that  the  cof-. 
fers  of  the  Convention  contain  equal  to  twenty  millions  of  our 
money  ;  and  that  to  the  three  millions  fterling  in  the  mint  (p.  38) 
daily    additions   are   thrown  in.     Some   captious  reader    may 
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doubt  the  exactnefs  of  the  calculations  of  refources,  and  ex- 
penditures ;  and  the  French  Democrat,  though  he  may  curfe 
the  neceffity  of  the  vaft  profufion  of  public  money,  warmly 
expatiating  upon  the- beneficial  projects  (p.  53)  of  canals,  and 
upon  the  national  inftitution  in  the  plain  of  Sablons,  will  at- 
tempt to  palliate  their  tyrannies.  A  benevolent  Howard  would 
find  incredible  (p.  43)  numbers  to  exercife  his  prifon-charity 
upon  ;  but  yet  could  he  reduce  them,  even  to  a  fifth  of  the 
calculation,  he  would  more  joyfully  repofe  in  the  iron-hearted 
dungeons  of  Imperial  Defpotifm.  Humanity,  however,  would 
direct  his  eye  from  the  bloody  page,  (p.  43)  which  ftains  France 
with  the  daily  maflacre  of  three  hundred  perfons,  to  the  fond 
hope,  that  Paris  (p.  19)  executes  the  majority  of  the  victims  of 
the  departments. 

The  attempt  of  conquering  France,  on  the  fide  of  the  Nether- 
lands, feems  now  relinquifhed ;  and  the  Republican  armies,  in- 
creafed  by  the  fame  "of  victories,  or  the  hope  of  plunder,  threat- 
en the  independent  exiilence  of  Holland,  and  perhaps  may 
now  realize  the  royal  ambition  of  making  the  Rhine  their 
rier.  To  draw  off  the  numerous  bands  of  troops,  which  have 
paffed  the  Northern  frontier,  the  Maritime  powers  may  attempt 
a  junction  with  the  Royaliits  of  La  Vendee.  But  their  forces 
are  reduced ;  and  perhaps  the  progrefs  of  the  Allies  might  be 
(p.  28)  circumfcribed  by  the  fame  democratic  caufe,  which 
repelled  the  mighty  energy  of  the  "  fimple,  and  virtuous. 
'•  lants  of  Poitou." 

At  the  commencement  of  this  expenfive  war,  Engiifhmei. 
were  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  deftroying  a  rival  power;  and 
by  the  cordon  of  fhips,  which  we  dreamed  of  drawing  round 
their  coafts,  to  intercept  their  corn,  and  external  refources,  we 
fliould  finally  ftarve  them  into  compliance.     But  thefe  delu- 
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five  hopes  are  now  vanished  (p.  30) ;  ceconomical  regulations 
have  reftored  plenty,  and  abundance  ;  and  neutral  veflels,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  bullying  defpotifm  of  a  great  maritime  power, 
arrive  daily  to  their  afliftance.  But  fhould  "  bread  be  lefs 
"  abundant,  more  foldiers  would  flock  to  the  frontiers  (p.  31); 
"  and  the  Allies  would  then  have  a  new  defpair  to  combat, 
"  another  obftacle  to  conquer,  and  a  greater  danger  to  avoid." 

July  26,  1794. 
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ETAT  DE  LA  FRANCE. 


IN  MAY,  17940 


^pHOUGH  the  National  Convention  poffefs 
■*-  neither  their  confidence  nor  efteem,  the 
French  people  will  foon  fan&ion  the  difpofitions 
of  order  and  property  that  it  decrees ;  it  has 
long  reigned  by  terror,  but  will  foon  demand 
refpe£t,  if  it  can  this  year  refill,  or  rather  repel 
the  Allies  from  the  frontiers  of  France.  Time 
gives  ftrength  to  the  Aflembly ;  and  the  affafli- 
nations,  which  it  fanclions,  are  already  in  name 
foftened  into  acls  of  neceffary  rigour.  The  go- 
vernment will  be  confolidated,  when  the  execu- 
tioners are  no  longer  feen ;  and  the  moment  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  the  places,  now  appropri- 
ated for  public  executions,  will  witnefs  the  cele- 
bration of  public  feftivals. 

The  majority  of  the  Convention  neither  adopt 
the  principles,  nor  the  meafures  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety.     A  third  of  this  Affem- 
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bly  are  friends  of  Royalty  ;  and  a  tenth  only  are 
infatuated  with  a  republic,  conftituted  folely  of 
Roman  names,  of  impunity,  and  equality.  A 
great  part  of  the  Deputies  alike  dread  the  axe 
of  the  Dictator,  and  the  fword  of  the  foreign 
powers :  they  tremble  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety ;  they  deteft  every 
individual  member  of  it.  But  this  Committee, 
defpifed  and  feared,  has  preferved  them  from 
the  chaftifement  of  Europe ;  they  are  averfe  to 
it,  they  fear,  but  they  ferve  it. 

Two  hundred  (')  of  the  members  who  compofe 
the  fittings  of  the  AfTembly,  deliberate  upon  and 
diicufs  the  regulations  of  the  Adminiftrations, 
the  Police,  and  Finance ;  and  their  mod  impor- 
tant function  is  to  announce  the  nomination  of 
the  prefident  and  the  fecretaries.  Occupied 
with  fanclioning  the  arrefts,  and  the  laws,  which 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  condefcends  to 
fubmit  to  them,  they  dare  propofe  nothing  with- 
out its  confent ;  ignorant  of  the  mod  important 
objefts,  and  decijive  refolutions,  they  preferve 
their  name,  but  have  loft  all  the  powers  of  the 
national  rcprefentation. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  whom  are 
concentred  the  power,  the  action,  and  the  right 
of  fovereignty,   bowT   to   Robefpierre;    Barrere 

and 


[     3     3 

and  St.  Juft  are  his  fecretaries,  not  his  col- 
legues.  They  partake  his  dangers,  but  not  his 
authority.  They  are  only  individuals,  and  will 
not  long  efcape.  Members  even  of  that  order, 
upon  whom  they  exercife  the  moft  refined  tyran- 
ny, they  have  avoided,  as  well  as  the  feventy- 
four  deputies  of  the  Convention,  the  profcrip- 
tion,  launched  by  the  lad  decrees  againft  the 
wretched  remnant  of  the  nobility,  ftill  at  Paris; 
but  inevitable  circumftances  will  make  their 
difhonour  and  bafenefs  the  caufe  of  their  de- 
ftruclion. 

The  eight  other  Members  of  the  Committee 
expedite  its  labours,  but  direct  it  not :  fellow 
tyrants  of  Robefpierre,  with  him  they  opprefs 
France,  but  tremble  at  his  approach.  The  Com- 
mittee of  General  Surety  receive  and  execute 
his  orders  ;  they  direct  only  the  meafures,  which 
the  internal  fafety  of  the  Convention  and  Re- 
public demands,  and  infpire  fear  to  none,  but 
their  accomplices,  or  the  viftims,  which  France 
contains.  They  are  entire  flrangers  to  the 
affairs,  which  agitate  Europe.  They  fuperintend 
the  general  police  of  the  empire,  watch  the  dif- 
contented,  purfue  both  the  rich,  and  obfeure, 
receive  and  excite  denunciations,  and  above  all, 
execute  the  arrefts,  ordered  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety. 
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This  indefatigable  vigilance  of  a  tyranny,  the 
moft  attrocious,  but  which  they  call  Police  Ge+- 
nerale,  reaches,  without  din\in6lion,  to  all  ranks 
and  individuals.  The  Members  of  the  Convene 
tion  are  more  expofed  to  it,  than  the  other  citi- 
zens ;  none  of  their  proceedings  are  unknown; 
their  aclions  and  difcourfes  are  watched  by  an 
invifible  fpy,  who  never  leaves  them.  The  pre- 
texts of  a  continual  confpiracy  againft  the  people 
excufe  all  the  violence  and  domiciliary  vifits, 
that  torment,  without  a  moment's  eafe,  both  the 
towns  and  the  country.  There  is  not  a  fingle 
man,  be  he  Deputy,  Adminiftrator,  Agent,  or 
nmple  Citizen,  who  can  affure  himfelf  of  undif- 
turbed  repofe,  and  who  fees  the  night  fall  with- 
out fear  :  there  is  not  a  cottage  in  France,  where 
poverty  can  forbid  the  approach  of  the  De- 
nouncer, or  the  Requifitionary ;  and  human  fub- 
tilty,  till  now,  failed  of  alarming  the  imagination 
and  perpetuating  terror. 

Infurmountable  difficulties  attend  the  travel- 
ler :  the  moment  that  he  leaves  his  neighbour- 
hood, he  is  infefted  by  the  fupporters  of  this  ty- 
ranny ;  and  by  the  aid  only  of  formalities,  as  dif- 
ficult to  obtain,  as  frequently  changed  and  re- 
newed, can  he  remove  without  expofing;  his  pro- 
perty and  liberty.  The  affections  of  the  heart 
are  diffolved,  and  the  relations  of  fociety  fuf- 
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pended.  The  mod  abfolute  egotifm  has  every 
where  fprung  from  this  general  tyranny  ;  the 
mofl  intimate  friend,  the  deareft  parent,  the 
moft  worthy  benefactors  are  forgotten,  betrayed, 
and  abandoned  upon  the  firft  fufpicion  of  inciv- 
ifm ;  the  accufed  is  left  without  defenders,  and 
it  is  as  dangerous  to  be  the  friend,  as  the  enemy  of 
a  Deputy,  or  Adminiftrator, 

The  thirty  Commiflioners,  or  Committees, 
amongft  whom  are  divided  the  labours  of  the 
Convention,  have  no  fhare  of  the  government; 
they  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  great  external 
and  internal  meafures,  which  are  exclufively  ta- 
ken by  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety ;  but  the 
greateft  a&ivity  every  where  reigns  in  the  ex- 
ecution. 

The  Military  Committee,  directed  by  Carnot, 
La  Fitte,  d'Anifli,  and  many  other  individuals, 
whofe  only  talents  arc  crimes  and  wickednefs, 
draw  the  plans  of  attack  and  defence,  combine 
their  operations,  and  adapt  their  military  tactics 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  revolution.  From  the  me- 
moirs, and  from  all  the  precious  veftiges  of  the 
exploits,  the  zeal,  and  intelligence  of  the  great 
Generals,  Minifters  and  Statefmen,  who  adorn- 
ed our  monarchy,  thefe  villains  have  extracted 
►he  means  of  its  annihilation, 
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The  Committee  of  Finance,  unremlttedly  em- 
ployed in  deceiving  the  nation  upon  the  deplor- 
able Rate  of  public  fortune,  are  every  day  in- 
creasing the  vortex,  which  muft  finally  fw  allow 
all  up.  The  mod  unwarrantable  calculations, 
refources  the  molt  illufory,  and  conclufions  the 
mod  exaggerated,  are  impudently  prefented  by 
their  great  organ,  Cambon,  to  the  Affembly,  and 
are  decreed  without  examination.  This  igno- 
rance, in  an  affair  fo  important,  contributes  to 
blind  the  people  ;  and  upon  the  paper  currency, 
which  deftroys  and  invades  all  property,  he 
ftamps  a  value,  which  neceffity  and  terror  hath 
hitherto  maintained. 

Every  thing  a£ts  in  concert  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety,  laws  are  made,  roads  con- 
flructed,  and  canals  dug  almoft  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant(7).  The  arts  andfeiences  are  called  upon  to 
confecrate  their  crimes ;  workfhops  and  military 
manufactories  are  every  where  founded  to  defend 
them.  The  mod  abundant  refources  arelavifh- 
cd;  public  fchools  instituted,  and  the  French 
language  is  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrannees, 
and  amidft  the  heaths  of  the  Lower  Brittany. 
One  fitting  frequently  produces  thirty  decrees 
upon  objects  the  moil  oppofite;  fpend  fifty  mil- 
lions to  execute  them,  and  erect,  every  where 
fcaffolds  to  maintain  them  :  in  a  word,  the  Com- 
mittees 
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mittees  may  be  confidered  as  offices ;  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  as  a  Court  of  Reg i {try  ;  and 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  as  the  Privy 
Council  of  Robefpierre. 

What  then  is  this  man,  whom  an  afcendancy 
To  prodigious,  and  circumftances  fo  extraordi- 
nary, have  conducted,  almoft  at  once,  to  the  fo- 
vcreignty,  acrofs  the  quickfands  of  a  Revolution, 
which  widely  engulphed  its  authors  and  ac- 
complices ? 

Nature  feemed  to  have  deftined  him  to  an  ob- 
fcure  fame  at  the  bar,  and  me  conferred  upon 
him  a  chicanery  and  perfidy,  which  might  have  af- 
fured  him  fuccefs.  "  All  that  I  would  defire,"  faid 
he,  in  1784,  "  is  to  become  Procureur-General  of 
the  Parliament  of  Paris;  I  mould  then  be  fpoken 
of."  In  that  fituation  he  faw  the  means  of 
quenching  that  infatiate  thirft  of  fame,  of  which 
be  was  fo  ambitious  ;  and  we  may  thence  prefume 
the  motives  of  his  entering  the  States-General. 

He  there  appeared  a  filly  demoniac,  and  left 
it  impreffed  with  a  contempt  of  his  talents,  and 
forgetful  of  his  perfon,  to  enjoy  a  place  at  the 
criminal  tribunals ;  but  leaving  them,  without 
having  exercifed  his  functions,  his  civifm  was 
clouded  by  a  momentary  difgrace. 

He 
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He  invariably  efpoufed  the  party  of  the  Jaco- 
bins ;  the  Republic  was  always  in  his  mouth, 
but  never  at  his  heart;  and  he  did  not  fincerely 
abandon  monarchy,  till  the  tenth  of  Augufl  had  de- 
prived it  of  refources  at  Paris.  He  certainly 
had  little  influence  on  that  execrated  day  ;  Peti- 
on,  Manuel,  and  Kerfaint,  planned  it  to  deftroy 
the  royal  authority,  and  ufurp  theMiniftry.  In 
this  momentous  period,  Robefpierre  was  not 
feen;  he  has  been  often  reproached  with  the 
prudence  with  which  he  fhrunk  from  dangers  • 
but  he  feems  to  have  been  deeply  imbrued  in  the 
maffacres  of  the  fecond  of  September. 

In  July,  1792,  he  printed  u  Reprefentative go- 
"  vernment,  and  monarchical  modification,  alone,fwit- 
u  ed  to  an  empire  extended,  and  ancient  as  France.'* 
Abfurd  contradiction  !  but  which  difcovers  his 
character  ;  for,  in  the  month  of  September  fol- 
lowing, he  permitted  the  Brifibtine  faftion  to 
receive  from  the  hands  of  the  Abbe  Syeyes,  the 
decree  conflituting  the  Republic. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Combined  armies,  Ro- 
befpierre difcovered  his  defigns ;  and  then  only, 
perhaps,  he  had  conceived  them  ;  but  he  has  ne- 
ver loft  fight  of  them  fmce.  The  alfaffination  of 
his  King  appeared  neceffary  to  his  ambition  j 
and   he  principally   caufed  it.     Weighing   the 
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flrcngtli  of  his  adversaries,  he  forced  the  Briflo- 
tins  to  appeal  to  the  people,  and  then  ufing  that 
dreadful  weapon,  whetted  the  blood-thirfty  Ja- 
cobins to  their  purfuit.  He  fkilfully  took  ad- 
vantage of  circum fiances,  and  the  faults  of  his 
enemies,  and,  through  all  the  incidents  of  the 
Revolution,  he  incrcafed  his  partizans  and  fup- 
porters  in  the  tribunes  of  the  Jacobins. 

Robefpierre  is  in  complexion  weak  and  punv; 
his  figure  dark  and  livid;  his  fight  fhort  and 
weak,  and  his  voice  nearly  gone:  he  polleffes 
none  of  thofe  natural  advantages,  which  prepof- 
fefs,  or  feduce  the  multitude;  he  is  almoft  paf- 
fionlefs,  or  rather,  perhaps,  he  conceals  with  the 
moil  profoilnd  art,  what  would  detracl  from  his 
popularity  and  i'uecefs.  In  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple he  poffeffes  a  character  of  incorruptibility, 
which  hath  preferved  his  influence  againlt  all  the 
attacks  of  the  Bri'ffotfns,  and  of  the  Commune  of 
Paris.  Solely  confined,  in  appearance,  to  his 
functions  of  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lic Safety,  and  of  jacobin,  Robefpierre  (hews 
every  appearance  of  the  moll  unaffected  man. 
This  modefly  in  triumph,  this  economv  of  per- 
fon,  and  the  obfeurity  of  his  private  life,  have 
fo  long  fecured  him  the  popular  favour  :  he 
lives  as  hedidin  1790,  neither  altering  his  man- 
ners, nor  his  tafte,  and  always  changelefs.    Shel- 
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tered  behind  the  populace,  whofe  excefTes  he  fa- 
vours, fpeaking  little,  but  to  the  point;  magnify- 
ing the  errors  of  his  adverfanes,  in  all  the  events 
of  the  civil  and  foreign  war,  he  boldly  feized  the 
direction  of  the  Revolution  from  the  hands  of  the 
timorous  BrifTotins,  who  trembled  at  the  fight  of 
the  fcaffoids,  which  could  alone  confirm  their 
power.  To  their  ftratagems  and  plots,  Robef- 
pierre oppofed  the  energy,  and  crimes  of  the  Ja- 
cobins, and  he  decided  the  Revolutions  of  the 
30th  of  May,  firft  and  fecond  of  June,  1793, 
which  furrendered  to  him  the  Affembly,  and 
Paris. 

He  foon  coalefced  with  the  furious  Marat, 
whofe  principles  and  high  character  maintained 
fo  much  influence  over  a  populace,  whom  he 
incefTantly  invited  to  murder  and  pillage.  He 
declared  himfelf  the  friend  of  this  man,  danger- 
ous as  ignorant;  and  when  the  BrifTotins  united 
all  their  efforts  to  conduct  him  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal,  Robefpierre  perfuaded  him 
to  leave  his  hiding-place,  and  feat  himfelf  be- 
fore the  Judges :  he  prepared  his  triumphal  re- 
turn to  the  Affembly,  but  this  moment  he  chofe 
for  his  deftruclion. 

It  is  fure,  that  a  flow  poifon  was  infinuated, 
through  the  means   of  Robefpierre,    into    the 
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veins  of  Marat;  and,  by  deftroying  him  in  the 
freight  of  his  popularity,  Robcfpierre  intended 
to  feize  this  very  infatuation,  and  direcl  the  pub- 
lic opinion,  againft  a  faction,  whofe  chiefs  he 
dared  not  deliver  to  the  Tribunals.  He  made 
ufe  of  this  very  faction,  which  he  fubjecled,  to 
find  an  affaflin,  who  might  conceal  his  crime, 
and  be  herfelf  conduced  to  the  fcaffold  (3). 

He  compofed  with  Herbert,  upon  Atheifm, 
deftroyed  with  Gobet  every  trace  of  Catholi- 
cifm  (4)  ;  and,  with  Camille  Defmoulins,  he 
cherifhed  the  virtues  of  clemency  ;  and  them  he 
again  configned  to  punifhment;  and,  refervingto 
himfelf  the  right  of  impofing  a  religion  upon 
France,  he  determined  not  to  give  his  country 
repofe,  till  fhe  had  fubmitted  to  his  power. 

Thus  he  has  overturned  every  thing  ;  and  the 
nation,  apparently  reftored  to  its  rights,  obeys 
from  gratitude. 

Danton,  for  a  long  time,  gave  him  great  in- 
quietude: he  too  afpired  to  the  fovereign  pow- 
er, and  his  claims,  to  the  Dictatorship,  were 
founded  upon  a  great  character,  and  a  courage, 
thatlaughed  at  dangers.  Robefpierre  perfuaded 
him  into  Belgium  (s)  to  make  his  fortune,  in 
hopes  to  prove  his  criminality,  and  be  the  means 
C  2  of 
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in  his  accufation;  and  he  ceafed  not  to  work 
his  ruin.  Afluming  the  garb  of  friendfhip,  and 
inciting  him  to  a  fea.t  in  the  Committee  of  Pub-* 
lie  Safety,  from  thence  he  iflued  the  order  of  his 
arreft,  the  act  of  his  accufation,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  death.  Nine  days  were  fufBcient  to  d(*- 
flroy  this  powerful  rival. 

Born  with  an  only  ordinary  genius,  deftitute 
of  thofe  great  talents,  which  create,  continue, 
and  decide  a  Revolution,  Robefpierre  is  much 
inferior  to  the  dangerous  and  elevated  fituation 
at  which  he  aims;  but  he  reigns  by  the  terror, 
which  he  infpires,  and  by  the  corruption  of  the 
enemies,  he  contends  with.  Vindictive  to  ex- 
cch,  pride  and  felf-love  govern  him:  his  party 
is  confined  to  himfelf  and  Abbe  Syeyes,  themoft 
dangerous  of  his  directors.  Sufpicious  and 
fearful,  without  friends,  and  without  affeclions, 
Robefpierre,  remorfelefs,  facrinces  his  parti- 
zans  and  his  enemies.  The  Abbe  Syeyes,  for 
whom  he  deflines  the  patriarchal  chair  of  his 
new  religion,  will  perijfh  the  moment  he  is  no 
longer  ufeful,  or  when  his  influence  makes  him 
dangerous.  La  Clos,  though  imprifoned  for 
fix  months,  with  all  his  vices,  yet  dreams  of 
purchafing  his  liberty  by  digefting  his  orations  ; 
and  Gregoire  flill  ferves  him  with  zeal  and  inde- 
fatigable labour. 

Robefpierre 
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Robcfpierre  aims  at  fovcrcignty  ;  but  he  dare 
not  affume  the  name,  though  every  day  his  voice 
is  more  dreaded.  Abfolute  matter  of  the  em- 
pire, his  power  is  firmer  than  Oliver  difmiffing 
his  parliament ;  and  the  Convention,  fearlefs  of 
lefiening  her  authority,  daily  augments  his,  and 
lays  at  his  feet  the  fanclion  of  the  people,  and 
her  own  fears.  The  authorities,  much  ftrong- 
er  than  his  power  (and  this  diftin&ion  is  in  his 
favour)  are  fo  confident  of  him,  that  it  will  re- 
quire the  greateit  efforts  to  deftroy  it.  He  is 
Rill  without  guards,  and  without  diftinclion  ;  the 
provifioning  gives  him  no  inquietude;  and  he  is 
praifed  for  his  apathy.  lie  afiurcs  abundance, 
and  revolutionary  indifcipline  to  the  armies, 
which  compofe  his  ftrength  ;  and  in  the  interior, 
crimes  and  want  confirm  their  fubmiffion.  The 
palaces  and  temples  are  his  arfenals ;  his  fellow 
citizens  are  his  foldiers;  and  the  moment  ap- 
proaches, when  they  mud  be  his  fubjects,  or  his 
judges. 

If  we  fpeak  of  his  accomplices,  Barrere,  whofe 
©nly  talent  confifts  in  that  low  cunning,  with 
which  he  hath  always  managed  the  ruling  faction, 
a  true  college  pedant,  bad  poet,  ignorant  law- 
yer, an  unwearied  and  falfe  reporter  of  misfor- 
tunes and  victories,  of  feftivals  and  laws  ;  but 
Barrere  neither  merits  attention  for  his  power, 
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perfon,  or  his  crimes.  St.  Juft,  fufpe&ed  of 
making  a  feparate  party,  pofTeffes  both  informa- 
tion and  genius,  but  is  violent  in  his  means, 
Billaud  Varennes  thinks  only  of  blood;  and  the 
ferocious  Couthon,  upon  the  brink  of  death,  to 
which  his  debaucheries  have  precipitated  him, 
direcls  only  the  an^am"  nations  (6).  Collot  d'Her- 
bois  prefents  vice  in  all  its  horror*  and  with  a 
foul  fearlefs  of  confequences. 

I  am  convinced,  as  well  from  the  voluntary, 
as  forced  confeffions,  that  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  find  their  greatefl  enemies  in  the 
bofom  of  the  Convention  ;  but  their  keen  light- 
ed tyranny,  and  the  means,  which  the  prefumed 
holinefs  of  their  caufe  has  allowed  them  to  ex- 
ercife,  have  broken  both  factions  and  parties. 
Their  perfonal  fafety,  and  individual  exiflence, 
are  the  fole  objects  of  their  hopes,  or  fears; 
they  axe  permitted  to  live,  becaufe  they  ferve, 
without  partaking  the  fovereignty.  They  com- 
mit crimes,  becaufe  they  will  be  fent  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  the  moment  they  repent,  pity  the  unhappy, 
or  difcourage  the  alfaffinations ;  and,  by  their 
villainies,  they  enfure  to  day,  and  fupplicate  the 
fafety  of  to-morrow. 

They  joyfully  leave  this  bloody  theatre,  where 
their   colleagues,  at  the  fcaffold,  daily  menace 
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them  with  the  fame  juftice.  Inverted  with  un- 
limited power,  they  travel  into  the  provinces  to 
infpire  the  fame  fear,  which  purfues  them. 
Their  own  fafety,  the  indifpenfible  necefhty  of 
obtaining  the  fuffrage  of  the  Revolutionary  So- 
cieties, and  of  acquiring  and  preferving  the  po- 
pularity, which  alone  guarantees  their  exiftence, 
forces  them  to  many  vexatious  proceedings,  and 
to  acls  of  tyranny,  of  which  the  annals  of  man- 
kind produce  no  examples. 

For  this  reafon,  the  Committee  of  Public  Safe- 
ty wink  at  their  vices,  and  the  prodigality,  that 
attends  them(7).  The  mofl  infulting  luxury, 
every  where,  marks  their  route,  as  well  as  the 
blood  they  fhed.  Corruption  precedes  them ; 
and  the  Conftituted  Authorities,  wait  in  filence, 
their  decrees,  profcriptions,  and  death:  at  their 
nod,  the  Authorities  are  broken,  and  created; 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  recal,  denounce, 
and  even  calumniate  thefe  tyrants,  and  reproach 
them  with  the  execution  of  their  own  orders. 
Though  Pro-confuls  in  the  departments,  thefe 
Commiffioners  are  flaves,  trembling  before  the 
Committee,  and  mutes  in  the  Convention. 

Twelve   commifhons   replaced   the  fix  Mini- 
fters ;  but  their  members  are  chofen  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public   Safety;  and  to  this  the  Revo- 
lutionary 
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lutionary  Tribunal  have  alio  taken  the  oath  of 
obedience.  The  Adminiftrative  Authority  of 
the  Departments  devolves  upon  the  Convention  ; 
but  the  influence  of  the  Departments,  as  well  as 
of  the  Diftricls  and  Municipalities,  is  confined 
to  the  imports,  the  diftribution  of  fuccour,  na- 
tional fales,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  interior. 

The  popular  focieties  flill  exercife  the  powers 
of  vigilance  and  cenfure  in  the  Republic;  they 
are  under  the  protection,  and  direction,  of  the 
Committee  of  Surete  Generate ;  but  the  Revolu- 
tionary Committees,  to  whom  all  real  authority 
and  power  are  entrufted,  and  who  ever  exercife 
it  againft  the  Adminiftrative  Bodies,  and  Popular 
Societies,  hold  immediate  and  direct  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and 
are,  in  fact,  its  fubmiflive  and  blind  agents.  They 
have  repofed  the  Sovereignty  upon  its  bofom, 
and  they  will  foon  lay  their  powers  at  its  feet. 
The  execution  of  this  project,  which  furrenders 
the  nation  into  the  hands  of  ten  tyrants,  all  fub- 
miflive to  one,  is  devifed  with  all  the  wifdom  and 
energy,  to  avoid  danger,  and  enfure  fuccefs. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  affrighted 
with  the  number  of  agents,  which  it  had  every 
•where  fprcad  through  the  Republic,  foon  felt 
the  neceflity  of  reducing  (if  its  external  fituation 
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produces  no  inquietude)  the  twenty  thoufand 
Revolutionary  Committees,  thofe  inftruments, 
neceffary  to  univerfal  deftruclion,  auxiliaries  of 
their  tyranny :  they  have  felt  the  neccffky  of  re- 
ducing them  to  feven  or  eight  hundred  defpotic 
authorities,  a  number,  at  prefent,  fufficient  to 
anfwer  for  the  obedience  of  the  cities  and  dif- 
tricls.  The  Committee  intends  to  recal  into 
its  bofom,  all  thefe  portions  of  Sovereignty,  and 
of  crimes,  which  it  had  before  fo  profufely  aban- 
doned to  them.  By  the  Rights  of  Man,  they 
invaded  all  property,  and  focial  order;  and  by 
the  fame,  they  will  impofe  them  again. 

The  public  force  will  fecond  thefe  meafures 
in  the  Departments  ;  but  that  of  Paris,  compof- 
ed  of  near  one  hundred  and  thirty  fix  thoufand 
men,  of  whom  an  half  are  armed  as  foldiers,  is 
fatigued  by  a  fervice,  which  continually  calls 
for  new  exertions.  Diftra£ted  with  their  daily 
occupations,  they  reluctantly  obey  a  Chief,  ge- 
nerally defpifed,  without  vigour,  and  without 
character,  whofe  head  will  foon  pay  the  forfeit 
of  his  bafe  condefcenfion  and  nothingnefs  (s). 
He  tranfmits  orders,  but  he  gives  none :  the 
belt,  but  lead  numerous,  of  his  armed  force, 
•would  direcl  it,  without  hefitaticn,  againft  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  at  the  prolpect  of 
fome  great  event ;  and  this  difpofition  is  fo  well 
D  known, 
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known,  that  the  Committee  directs  it  -with  the 
greateft  care,  and  entrusts  to  him  the  mere  difci- 
pline  only. 

The  municipality  of  Paris  is  connected  to  the 
Committee  of  Robefpierre  by  the  mayor  and 
national  agents  (9),  two  chiefs,  fubmiffive  and 
devoted  to  their  interests,  whofe  perfonal  powers 
neither  accord  to  their  fituation,  nor  to  the  cir- 
cumstances, which  every  where  furround  and 
menace  them.  Their  partizans  are  their  par- 
ticular creatures,  always  chofen  by  the  interests 
of  the  moment.  Two  hundred  administrators 
of  this  commune,  flill  formidable,  fupport,  but 
partake  not,  the  tyranny,  that  fubjects  them. 
Their  obedience,  which  is  only  passive,  is  pre- 
cifely  that  of  the  majority  of  the  Convention. 
Guided  by  the  fame  motives,  they  will  purfue 
the  fame  conduct ;  and  they  all  regret  the  con- 
Ptitution,  which  funk  on  the  10th  of  August. 

The  Sections  of  Paris,  or  the  forty-eight  Revo- 
lutionary Committees,  in  whom  is  confided,  by 
the  necessity  of  the  existing  circumstances,  all 
the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
will  eafily  facrifice  them  to  a  popular  infurrec- 
tion,  loudly  manifested.  Their  members,  always 
in  fecret  oppofition  with  leaders  of  the  Com- 
mune, always  in  intelligence  with  the  Adminif- 
trators, 
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trators,  take  no  other  concern  in  public  affairs, 
than  their  own  perfonal  intereft  directs,  fappcd 
by  every  kind  of  fedu£tion  with  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs.  Thefe  Committees  endeavour  to  fubjeft. 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  to  the  orders  of 
the  Convention,  in  the  meafures  even  of  dif- 
patch,  not  before  decreed.  They  frequently 
arreft  the  proceedings  of  the  public  force,  when 
directed  by  the  mayor,  without  the  decree  of  the 
Affembly.  A  very  great  majority  of  the  Sec- 
tions would  turn  their  influence,  and  authority, 
againft  the  Committee  of  the  Dictator,  if  an 
effential  alteration,  called  for  on  all  fides,  was 
announced  by  a  protection,  powerful  in  its 
means. 

The  flavery,  under  which  the  capital  groans, 
is  maintained  by  force ;  and  the  Committee, 
experiencing  the  extreme  difficulty  of  this  vio- 
lent fituation,  employs  every  means  to  redouble 
their  precautions  and  tyrannies,  to  multiply  their 
crimes,  and  to  ordain  the  moft  rigorous  punifh- 
ments,  againft  the  weak  and  temporizing  autho- 
rities. The  victims,  fufpe&ed  of  confpiracy 
againft  the  republic,  are  dragged  to  Paris.  The 
continuation  of  punifhments  (ftill  dangerous  in 
the  departments,  where  the  public  mind  has  not 
yet  renounced  every  principle  of  humanity)  in- 
creafes  every  day  the  alarms  of  the  capital ;  and 
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the  indefatigable  executioners  muft  not  repofe 
an  inftant  from  their  labours,  till  they  have  forced 
an  entire  fubmiffion. 

OpprefTed  with  domeftic  chagrin,  and  public 
calamity,  furroundcd  by  the  fcenes  of  defolation 
and  carnage,  which  have  ftained  Paris,  the  inno- 
cent individual  drags  on  a  painful  and  grievous 
exiflence ;  and  death,  daily  prefented  before  his 
eyes,  Jofes  half  its  horror.  A  ftricl  imprifon- 
ment  terrifies  much  more  than  the  fcaffold, 
which  terminates  it.  But  this  ftupor,  this  total 
enervation,  have  fo  palfied  their  fouls,  and 
frozen  their  hearts,  that  the  man  who  even  de- 
fpifes  death,  has  not  the  courage  to  provoke  it, 
and  facrifice  one  of  thefe  monfters,  whofe  punifh- 
ment  vengeance  calls  for.  They  all  hold  their 
lives  upon  the  moil  precarious  tenure. 

And  yet  on  the  firft  appearance  of  a  fine  day, 
and  on  the  reprefentation  of  each  new  piece,  a 
gaping  multitude  crowd  the  theatres  and  prome- 
nades (,J);  they  renounce  neither  projecls  nor 
vices.  Levity  and  fafhion  refume  their  places; 
new  houfes  are  built  with  the  lame  celerity  as 
they  commit  their  villainies;  and  the  moft  ex- 
penfive  furniture  decorate  them.  Sufpicion 
feizes  upon  the  property  of  the  imprudent  pro- 
prietor; but  his  fate  inftructs  not  the  more  im- 
prudent 
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prudent  purchafcr.  Avarice  was  never  fo  gene- 
ral, never  fo  dangerous.  Elegant  entertain- 
ments, delicate  wines,  are  eagerly  fought  for  in 
all  the  public  places.  Every  one  endeavours  to 
enjoy  the  moment,  and  give  one  day  to  pleafure; 
and  they  coldly  regard  the  evils  to  which  they 
are  rcfigned.  The  wretch  contemplates  the  vic- 
tim at  the  fcaffold,  and  thence  running  to  one 
of  the  twenty  theatres,  continually  crowded,  for- 
gets for  a  moment  the  terrors  and  dangers  which 
furround  him;  but  returned  to  his  houfe,  where 
the  feals  and  the  bailiffs  are  waiting  for  him,  he 
foon  atones  for  that  tranfient  eafe,  which  fuf- 
pended  his  torments. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  have  directed 
the  attention,  the  fears,  and  agitation  of  Paris  to 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  to  the  war,  and  the  fac- 
tions. They  have  deftroyed  the  fplendor  of  equi- 
pages, of  drefs,  and  of  fervants  ;  but  they  have 
replaced  them  by  an  expence,  more  fuited  to 
their  new  empire,  by  an  induftry,  wholly  mili- 
tary, which  employs  their  workmen,  whom  the 
want  of  labour  had  rendered  dangerous.  The 
rcfllefs  activity  of  the  people  are  turned  to 
profit  by  their  agitators.  Two  hundred  thoufand 
hands  arc,  night  and  day,  buficd  to  forge  the 
pikes  of  infurreclions,  and  the  mufquets  of  the 
army;  and  a  thoufand,  or  eleven  hunch:,!,  are 
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daily  finiflied  in  the  workfhops  of  this  city  ("). 
One  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  (four,  fix,  and 
eight  pounders)  are  monthly  caft ;  and  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  eftablifhments  of  Meulan,  of  Cor- 
beil  and  Fontainbleau,  as  well  as  thofe  of  each 
department,  is  correfpondent  with  this  dreadful 
activity.  All  claffes  of  citizens  concur  in  thefe 
obje6ls;  they  feel  the  neceflity  of  repofe,  and 
they  believe,  that  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  can 
alone  procure  it.  They  have  loft  every  fenti- 
ment  of  fear,  which  the  foreign  powers  once 
excited,  and  they  all  obey. 

To  retain  the  public  mind  in  all  its  follies, 
the  moft  bloody  outrages  are  lavifhed  daily  in 
the  tribunes,  and  on  the  ftage,  againft  kings  and 
fovereigns.  Whatever  can  inflame  the  mind 
and  corrupt  the  heart,  whatever  tends  to  encou- 
rage crimes  and  create  regicides,  is  offered  to 
the  multitude  with  every  feduclion  of  novelty; 
it  captivates  and  blinds  them.  The  virtues  and 
vices  of  hiftory  are  alike  abufed ;  and  they  recal 
to  memory  the  crimes  of  every  country  and 
every  age.  Tri-coloured  flags,  capped  with  a 
bonnet~rouge>  float  upon  every  houfe;  furcharged 
with  emblems  of  the  moft  outrageous  licence, 
and  infcriptions  of  the  moft  fliocking  nature. 
Death  is  the  indubitable  lot  of  the  weak  and 
undecided  characters,  who  hefitate  to  be  faithful 
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to  their  defpotic  equality.  The  butts  of  every 
regicide,  from  Brutus  to  Ankcrftrom,  are  placed 
in  the  Convention,  and  in  all  parts  mod  fuited 
to  encourage  them ;  and  continual  feafts  are 
impofed  upon  the  people,  to  excite  them  to 
outrage  and  vice  (,2). 

In  oppofition  to  the  plots  fo  perfidioufly  pro- 
jected, the  events  that  have  taken  place,  both 
within  and  without  France,  appear  to  the  clafs 
of  uninformed  people,  unanfwerablc  reafons  m 
favour  of  their  legiflators,  and  victorious  argu- 
ments againft  the  kings.  The  anarchifts  meditate 
to  alfaffinate  them,  the  moderh  recoil,  fearful 
that  they  muft  ferve  them,  after  their  property  is 
ravaged  and  burnt.  The  Convention  and  the 
Jacobins  imagined,  and  the  war  and  the  factions 
have  propagated  and  eftablifhed,  through  the 
greateft  part  of  France,  this  opinion,  which  now 
difcipli  nes  the  rage  of  her  armies : — "  That  Europe 
"  made  war  both  upon  the  French  Monarchy,  the 
"•  Jacobins,  the  Sanfculottes,  and  Royalifts;  upon 
"  the  country,  as  well  as  upon  its  principles  ;  that 
i(  the  difmembermentof  the  foil,  and  their  country, 
"  was  {till  the  obje6l  and  the  end ;  that  the  eva- 
"  cuation  of  Alface,  the  burning  of'Toulon,  the 
<{  impotent  attachment  of  this  city  and  La  Ven- 
"  dee  to  their  princes,  and  the  capitulations  of 
"  Mayence  and  Valenciennes,  were  the  proofs 
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"  and  confequence  of  thefe  motives  of  war  ;  that 
f<  the  clergy  and  nobility  did  not  coincide  with 
u  this  fucceffive  adhefion  of  the  cabinets  to  the 
K  general  caufe  of  Governments  ;  that  their  indif-* 
"  ference  to  the  misfortunes  of  the  Houfe  of 
"  Bourbon,  would  eventually  furnifh  to  the 
"  wicked  oppreffors  of  France,  the  means  of 
"  ending  the  war  advantageoufly  by  fome  facri- 
"  fices ;  and  that  the  inaclivity  and  intereft  of 
"  the  Allies  would  foon  produce  negociations, 
"  which,  were  they  not  victorious,  would  be  ad- 
"  vantageous,  both  to  the  criminal,  and  unhappy 
<c  parties  in  this  country. 

"  That  if  thefe  projects  were  not  meditated 
"  by  the  combined  powers,  they  had  at  lead 
"  granted  to  the  Royalifts,  the  proclamation  of 
"  a  King,  and  the  definition  of  their  intentions 
"  upon  an  obj?6l  fo  dear  ;  they  had  guaranteed 
u  to  France,  in  mod  pofitive  terms,  her  Mo- 
"  narchical  Government,  property,  and  rights ; 
a  they  explained  the  filence,  which  gave  rife  to 
"  their  fears,  jultified  their  fufpicions,  and  pro- 
'*  voked  their  refiftance  :  they  at  laft  even  ex- 
"  plained  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
"  which  mould  be  prefented  to,  or  impofed  up- 
•*  on,  a  great  nation." 
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By  fuch  words  they  apologize  for  their  impbf- 
tures  and  wickednefs ;  and  thefe  expreflions  are 
even  collected  from  the  mouths  of  the  Leaders 
of  the  fa&ions.  I  wifli  to  draw  a  faithful  pic- 
ture of  the  perfidious  means,  employed  againft 
the  credulity  and  ignorance  of  the  multitude  ; 
and,  I  am  convinced,  that  my  affertions  will  be 
confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  every  perfon,  who 
has  lately  left  France,  and  who  merit  any  con- 
fidence. 

The  fecret  meafures,  imputed  to  the  coalefced 
powers,  admit  fuch  fufpicious  interpretations, 
that,  when  fatigued  with  punifhments,  the  exe- 
cutioners repofe  a  moment  from  their  labours, 
the  Jacobins  even  reprefent  to  the  Royalifts,  the 
common  intcreft  of  their  country,  and  of  the  land, 
which  the  foreign  powers  are  determined  to  con- 
quer and  deftroy:  "  And  are  we  not  all  French- 
u  men?"  cried  one  of  their  Chiefs  ('*),  during  the 
celebration  of  an  epoch  of  the  Revolution : 
"  the  Royalifts,"  continued  he,  with  the  fame  ef- 
frontery, "  will  be  attacked  by  the  foreign  pow- 
"  ers;  they  may  perhaps  protect  their  party  ;  but 
"  will  forget  every  one,  who  aided  not  their 
"  projccls." 

To  draw  a  complete  fcale  of  degrees,  through 
which  the  public  opinion  hath  pa  fled,  to  the  pre- 
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fent  moment  of  general  inactivity,  I  mud  premife, 
that  Toulon  was  delivered  up  to  the  Conftitu- 
tional  King,  and  that  the  Englifh  and  Spaniards 
•were  his  deliverers.  The  gates  of  this  city  were 
opened  to  Monarchy  ;  but  Toulon,  the  hope  of 
France,  has  again  deftroyed,  in  its  fall,  that 
impaflioned  loyalty,  fo  fatal  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city. 

I  mud  add  alfo,  that  the  abfurdity  of  public 
opinions  had  fo  pervaded  this  unhappy  realm, 
that  the  Convention  attempted  to  excufe  the 
death  of  the  King,  by  perfuading  the  people,  that 
i<e  had  violated  his  oaths,  and  united  all  his  ef- 
forts to  overturn  a  Conftitution,  which  the  peo- 
ple loved,  and  with  forrow  confented  to  its  de- 
ftru&ion. 

France  is  convinced,  that  if  the  conditions, 
upon  which  Toulon  furrendered,  had  been  fcru- 
puloufly  fulfilled,  a  great  majority  would  have 
joined  the  foreign  powers  ;  yet  every  rational 
Royalift,  both  within,  and  without  the  realm,  is 
fenfible,  that  the  Conftitution  of  1789,  more 
Democratic  than  Monarchical,  is  the  fir  ft  caufe 
of  their  misfortunes. 

La  Vendee  fupports  my  affcrtion.  This  war, 
whofe  reverfes  aftonifh,  more  than  its  victories, 
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and  which  yet  furvives  its  loffes,  and  its  means, 
affrighted  the  hearts  of  the  tyrants,  and  threw 
cor.fternation  into  the  bofom  of  the  Affembly  ; 
and  France  then  believed,  that   the  Revolution 
would  find  the  fame  tomb,  as  its  defenders  and 
accomplices.     Five  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  near  160,000  mufquets  were  taken 
from  the  Republic,  or  loft  to  its  defenders ;  and 
it  cofl  the  lives  of  two  hundred,  or  two  hundred 
and   twenty    thoufand  men,    and   900   millions 
(^37,500,000  fterling)   to  flop   the  progrefs   of 
this  alarming  war.     The  garrifons  of  Mayence, 
and  Valenciennes,  entirely  perifhed;  and  apart 
of  the  fubfiftences,  necelfary  to  the  confumption 
of  Paris,  then  diverted,  have  never  fince  return- 
ed   to     their    channel  (,4).     The    requifitions, 
levies,  and  maffes,  have  wafted,  and'depopulated 
this  part  of  the  Republic  ;  and  thefe  departments 
will  long  feel  its  calamitous  confequences. 

When  this  triumphant  army  had  traverfed 
the  Loire,  when  its  colours  floated  in  the  Maine 
and  Normandy ;  France  and  Paris  hoped  for  a 
decihve  event:  the  Fates  ordered  otherwife ; 
but  the  National  Affembly  was  involved  in  all 
their  fears. 

La  Vendee,  the  folc  caufe  of  fear  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  only  danger,  which    menaced 
E  2  the 
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the  Republic,  difplayed  this  mighty  energy,  be- 
caufe  the  fimple  and  virtuous  peafants  of  Poitou, 
almoft  ftrangers  to  the  reft  of  France,  and  to  its 
religious  and  political  novelties,  differed  totally 
from  the  numerous  claffes  of  Patriots ;  and  in 
this  part,  all  the  members,  united  by  the  fame 
motive,   and   in  the  fame    caufe,  attacked   the 
whole  claffes  of  Diffidents.     This  very  reafon, 
however,  circumfcribed  their  progrefs,  and  pre- 
vented the  junction  of  the  other  Departments,  al- 
moft generally   infected   with  the  conftitutional 
democracy,  or  favourable,  from  political  calcu- 
lation, to  the  reftoration  of  that  Conftitution. 
To  prove,  that  the  majority  of  France  adopted 
this  opinion,  we  mould  remark,  that  the  people, 
molt  bitterly  perfecuted  by  the  Convention,  were 
the  Conftitutionalifts,  on  account  of  the  facility 
of  rallying  all    the   other  malcontents,    except 
thofe  of  La  Vendee. 

The  Convention  were  fo  convinced  of  the 
extent  of  the  dangers,  which  threatened  their 
power,  in  the  opinion,  and  mind  of  the  people, 
that  a  force  of  feventy-five  thoufand  men,  dif- 
tributed  at  Nantes,  at  Rennes,  and  Rochelle, 
have  never  quitted  thofe  Departments,  whom  it 
now  with  difficulty  holds  in  fubjeclion,  and 
againft  whom  it  is  intended  to  guard,  as  much  as 
La  Vendee.     The  excefs  of  wretchednefs,  under 
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which  groans  every  Frenchman,  that  is  not  an 
agent  or  a  fatellite  of  the  Convention,  as  \vTell  as 
their  prejudices,  and  conftitutional  opinions, 
have  prevented  them  from  eftimating  the  real  va- 
lue of  the  means,  employed  to  deliver  them.  If 
great  fuccours  had  been  immediately  granted  to 
La  Vendee,  they  would  have,  and  perhaps  may 
yet  rally  the  inhabitants,  unfixed  in  their  prin- 
ciples ;  but  atprefent  they  have  only  one  thought, 
one  fcntiment — to  efcape  tyranny.  It  is  ftill  the 
general  opinion  in  France,  that  a  counter  Re- 
volution can  only  be  effe&ed  in  La  Vendee; 
and  that,  if  immediately  fuccoured,  her  fuccefTes 
may  be  decifive :  but  they  never  were  in  great- 
er want  of  them,  than  at  this  moment.  The  fe- 
paration  of  their  bands,  the  weaknefs  of  the 
corps,  and  the  defertions,  which  want,  fear,  and 
difcouragementhave  oc.afioned  among  the  pea- 
fants,  have  reduced  their  forces  to  twenty-four 
thoufand  men  (I5J.  When  I  left  France,  it  Was 
generally  believed,  that  thefe  brave  warriors 
could  not  regain  the  formidable  fituation,  which 
the  laft  year  encouraged  our  greateft  hopes,  if 
powerful  reinforcements  be  not  immediately  af- 
fured  and  fent  them.  A  French  Prince  alone 
.can  make  any  confiderable  progrefs. 

Religion  alfo  implores  thefe  fuccours.      I  left 
ihefe  people,  who  breathe  contempt  for  the  new 
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clergy,  and  refpect  for  their  ancient  minifter-., 
the  majority  of  whom  fill  the  prifons,  or  are 
daily  thrown  into  dungeons  by  thefe  virtuous 
men,  who  deprive  them  of  their  worfhip  and 
their  God.  This  portion  of  the  clergy,  whom 
perjury  and  impiety  have  feparatcd  from  the 
church,  have  infpired,  through  the  country,  an 
abhorrence,  which  their  conduct  merited ;  and 
their  fentence  is  every  where  pronounced.  But 
this  contempt  for  the  miniftry  has  unhappily  pro- 
duced an  indifference  for  religion.  Seconded 
by  the  corruption,  and  the  agents  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety,  this  indifference  will 
incline  the  people  to  die  new  worfhip,  if  their 
fathers  are  not  foon  reftored  to  them,  with  a 
force  and  authority,  that  can  protect  them.  This 
moral  epoch  of  the  revolution  will  be  a  crifis4 
the  molt  fatal  to  Europe. 

We  muff  no  longer  think  of  the  famines,  of 
which  news-papers  have  fo  long  given  us  hopes. 
The  Commune  alfo  adopted  thefe  means  to  at- 
tack the  Convention  ;  but  now  it  is  well  pro- 
vifioned;  and  though  once  fcarce  in  the  capital, 
but  in  general  abundant  in  the  environs,  it  has 
appeared  again.  Only  fome  parts  of  France, 
particularly  Guienne,  experienced  a  total  want. 
But  befide  the  motive  fol  fpreading  this  plague 
over  a  province,  where  the  Convention  dreaded 

the 


'[    3i     ] 

the  effects  of  the  federal  ills,  the  *  corn  was 
every  where  taken  away,  and  fent  to  the  fron- 
tiers, to  which  abundance  called  new  de- 
fenders. A  portion  was  rcftored  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  interior,  after  the  frontiers  had 
been  fufficiently  provided.  The  exact  diftri- 
bution,  which  has  been  adopted  in  the  depart- 
ments for  four  months,  and  the  fubfequent  eco- 
nomy, have  taken  away  all  reafon  of  inquietude. 

France  is  far  from  wanting  grain  ;  productive 
harvefts  will  be  peaceably  gathered  in  from  their 
moll  fertile  foils.  Agriculture  has  received  the 
fuperintendance  it  demands,  and  the  encourage- 
ments, which  give  it  new  force;  and  from  a 
government,  where  the  field  of  the  foldier  mult 
be  cultivated  by  his  fellow  citizen,  from  a  coun- 
try, where  population,  flill  fufficiently  numerous 
for  the  extent  of  territory,  rcftorcs  in  an  inftant 
to  tbe  fields  the  men,  which  the  cities  had  re- 
ceived, we  mult  banifh  famine  from  the  number 
of  the  plagues,  which  the  divine  wrath  feldom 
fends  amongft  men. 

If  bread  was  lefs  abundant,  more  foldiers 
would  flock  to  the  frontiers ;  famine  and  rob- 
bery might  defolate  them  in  concert;  but  the 
allies  would  then  have  a  new  defpair  to  combat, 
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another  obftacle  to  conquer,  and  a  greater  dan- 
ger to  avoid. 

The  animals,  which  man  has  rendered  necef- 
fary  to  his  exiftence,  are  confumed  quicker  than 
nature  can  produce  them;  but  the  armies  enjoy 
this  difiipation;  and  the  provinces  add  daily  to 
the  refources,  by  the  regulations  which  they  im- 
pofe  upon  themfelves,  fome  voluntary,  others  in 
the  name  of  the  law  ;  and  this  alone  makes  meat 
fo  fcarce  in  certain  cantons,  and  abundant  in 
others,  particularly  in  Normandy.  Horfes  di- 
minish, and  perifh,  in  a  molt  fenfible  manner. 
The  fupplies,  which  the  Convention  procures  in 
Switzerland,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  neutral 
powers,  are  overbalanced  by  the  exceflive  con- 
fumption  of  the  forced  labours,  convoys,  and 
armies.  Truth,  however,  obliges  me  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  agriculture  ufes  nearly  the  fame  num- 
ber of  horfes,  that  it  requires.  Luxury,  com- 
merce, and  the  conveniences  of  life,  fupply,  in- 
deed, this  wonderful  prodigality.  The  pod  roads, 
however,  are  as  abundantly  provided,  as  ever; 
and  this  fervice  experiences  neither  interruption, 
nor  delay. 

Cloth  is  manufactured  at  Sedan,  Louviers,  and 
Elbceuf,  and  in  the  great  manufactories,  with  lefs 
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nicety,  but  with  more  aclivity.  The  enhanced 
value,  and  the  facility  of  eluding  the  law,  which 
regulates  their  price,  affords,  to  this  branch  of 
induftry,  the  means,  which  the  wools  of  France 
will  poffefs  for  fome  time.  They  can  clothe  the 
nation,  till  the  end  of  the  year  1796.  This 
precious  animal  hath  been  put  under  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  the  Convention  ;  and  the  con- 
fumption  is  confequently  diminifhed. 

Iron,  lead,  and  tin,  is  ftill  in  abundance  ;  pri- 
vate houfes,  and  public  monuments  are  not  all 
flripped  of  them.  This  immen'fe  refource  has 
not,  till  now,  been  ufed  by  the  tyrants.  Brafs 
and  bronze  cover  the  roads  and  the  rivers ;  and 
four  thoufand  bells,  now  upon  the  quay  of 
Rouen,  are  ready  to  fubmit  to  another  form, 
and  be  founded  into  cannon.  In  this  refpect,  all 
the  departments  prefent  proportional  refources  ; 
and  by  their  ufe,  the  French  nation  flatter  them- 
fclves  to  weary  out  the  allied  powers,  and  reduce 
them  to  acquiefce  in  the  vanity  of  conquering 
France. 

Leather,  foap,  and  tallow,  totally  fail ;  and 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  does  the  individual, 
of  the  clafs  of  the  people,  procure  a  finall  por- 
tion  of  thefe  objects  of  primary  neccflity.  In 
many  diftri&s,  and  even  at  Paris,  linen  is  wafhed 
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with  a  preparation  of  chalk  and  greafe.  Perfons 
in  the  mofl  eafy  condition  are  forced  to  wear 
fabots*,  and  fend  their  fhoes  to  the  armies.  In 
fome  parts  of  the  Republic,  they  have  put  into 
a  (late  of  rcquifition  the  wool,  upon  which  men 
deep,  and  the  linen,  which  covers  his  body. 
There  was  a  time,  when  this  meafure  was  near 
becoming  general  throughout  France. 

The  people  are  every  where  plunged  into  the 
mofl  deplorable  mifery(l6);  butter,  faked  pro- 
vifions,  and  roots,  are  all  taken  from  them,  and 
put  into  requifition  for  the  benefit  of  the  Re- 
public ;  and  to  it  they  are  forced  to  deliver, 
upon  the  firft  demand  of  a  commifTary,  or  admi- 
niftrator,  the  very  provifions  neceffary  to  fub- 
fiftence:  and  for  the  very  animal,  whofe  weight 
is  inferted  in  the  regiftry,  they  make  him  ac- 
countable. Oil,  beer,  and  brandy,  become  daily 
more  fcarce;  and  the  forage,  and  oats,  are  de- 
manded before  the  harveft. 

Pcrfonal  corvees  are  every  where  impofed. 
The  farmers,  and  labourers,  are  daily  employed 
with  their  carts  to  tranfport  the  forage,  &c.  to 
the  diitance  of  fifty  leagues,  and  dare  not  de- 
mand their  reward.     If  any  one  refufes,  or  ob- 

*  Wooden  fhoes. 
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jc6ls,  he  is  dragged  to  prifon;  the  father  is 
obliged  to  denounce  his  own  ("on,  and  profecute 
him,  though  in  requisition  :  whoever  flies,  or 
conceals  himfelf,  is  reputed  emigrant;  and  his 
family  foon  fees  his  property  fequeftrated.  De- 
fpair  is  general  ;  but  terror  prevents  its  break- 
ing out ;  the  people  are  in  want  of  the  objects  of 
neceflity,  they  are  promifed  future  abundance 
and  peace;  they  Suffer,  but  they  hope. 

Saltpetre  is  obtained  throughout  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  France  from  a  fertile  (I?)  land,  and  is 
made  with  more  fuccefs,  than  the  fir  ft  effays 
feemed  to  promife.  Artifts,  fent  into  all  the 
parts  of  the  Republic,  have  inftrufted  their  pu- 
pils with  the  moil  incredible  activity.  A  million 
of  men  are  employed  in  this  work,  and  the 
greateft  encouragements  are  given  to  them.  But 
the  quantity  of  this  element  of  deftruclion  is  no- 
thing near  proportional  to  the  other  means  of 
war,  and  is  in  quality  much  inferior,  to  that  of 
the  foreign  armies.  The  neutral  Powers,  how- 
ever, come  to  thefuccour  of  France,  and  afford 
them  the  mod  brilliant  hopes. 

The  Requisitions,  this  new  kind  of  defpotifm, 
which  applies  Solely  to  defence,  equally  aft  eft  the 
neceffaries,  mankind,  and  all  the  refources  of  fo- 
cicty  :  the  requisitions  excite  revolts,  and  infur- 
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rections,  in  the  country  and  cities:  but  terror  again 
feizes  every  character,  and  nothing  can  refill  it. 
They  perfuade  the  nation  of  the  neceffuy  of 
fighting  their  enemies,  whofe  courage  they  affe£t 
to  conceal,  under  the  names  of  cruelty.  One 
portion  of  his  property  every  Frenchman  em- 
ploys to  preferve  the  other  ;  and  this  they  hope 
to  enfure,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  the  De- 
partments think  of  making.  The  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  alfo  adopt  this  atrocious  meafure  ; 
and  they  can  now  difpofe  of  their  fortunes  and 
aclions,  make  migrations  of  men,  like  the  emif, 
iions  of  affignats,  and  tranfport  whole  cities, 
and  countries,  upon  every  point  of  the  empire. 

Eight  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  effective  men 
fight  under  their  orders ;  and  this  number  may 
be  augmented.  After  the  harvefts,  and  fowing 
feafon,  have  afTured  the  future  fubfiilence  of 
thefe  new  foldiers,  when  they  are  no  longer 
ufeful  at  home,  we  may  fear,  that  France,  in  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  and  appearances  warrant 
the  afiertion,  will  add,  to  its  actual  means,  thofe 
of  a  war,  generally  offenfive,  if  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Allies  do  not  correfpond  with  the  hopes 
of  thofe,  who  call  for  their  fuccour. 

In  finances,  the  Convention  is  richer  than 
united  Europe.     Seven-ninths  of  the  foil  belong 
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to  the  Republic  ;  and  this  continual  pledge  of 
paper  credit  is  now  become  inexhauflible,  by  the 
rapidity,  with  which  property  is  exchanged,  and 
always  to  the  advantage  of  the  AHembly.  They 
have  already  conceived  the  project  to  nationalize 
the  whole  foil  of  France,  to  regifter  the  territo- 
ry, like  a  public  debt,  in  the  grand  livrc(li)i 
and  to  refume  the  property  of  the  clergy  and 
nobility,  purchafed,  as  they  pretend,  at  a  price 
much  inferior  to  their  attual  value. 

The  real  value  of  aflignats  is  determined  by  the 
law  of  the  maximuvi,  which  regulates  the  price 
of  every  object  of  neceflity,  to  which  it  applies. 
This  law  is  eafily  eluded  in  the  exchanges  be- 
tween individuals ;  but  this  very  circumftancc 
allures  the  execution,  in  favour  of  the  Repub- 
lic :  and  it  alone  profits  by  it.  Eight  milliards* 
of  aflignats  infeit  the  circulation  ;  and  this 
frightful  truth  the  Committee  of  Finance  have 
themfelves  attefted.  Every  negociant  in  France 
knows,  that  from  the  facility   of  emiflions,  and 

*  In  Englifh  money  £.  333,000,000,  befides  the  funned 
debt.  The  Abbe  Maury  frequently  foreboded  ill  to  his  country, 
from  the  exceffive  quantity  of  debt.  Arthur  Young  eftimated 
the  national  debt  in  1789  at  ^".274,3 7, -.000  ;  but  in  the  report 
of  Cambon,  the  fix  thoufand  milliards  (£.250,000,000  fterling) 
are  now  reduced  to  two  thoufand  ;  and  tiie  national  creditors 
Jiora  260,000,  to  90,000, 
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the  fuppreflion  of  the  numerical  marks,  the  fum 
may  yet  be  increafed;  and  every  Frenchman 
contemplates  the  cataftrophc,  which  will  deflroy 
the  fmall  remains  of  his  fortune. 

The  Affembly  perfuaded  us,  that  the  money 
would  foon  re-appear  ;  but  this  hope  is  become 
the  nibj eft:  of  every  one's  fears.  The  war  does 
not  leave  them  the  choice  of  means  ;  the  fum 
total,  of  daily  expenditure,  amounts  to  fifteen  or 
fixteen  millions  (between  fix  and  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds).  The  preparations  of  the 
months  of  March  and  April,  which  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  demanded,  colt  from  five  to  fix 
millions  (^.200,000  fterling)  in  addition  ;  and 
the  people  now  dread  the  iffuing  of  a  new  paper 
currency,  which  might  annihilate  the  affignats, 
as  they  abforbed  the  money,  and  which  would  be, 
alone,  confined  to  the  purchafing  of  national 
domains. 

Near  five  hundred  millions  (about^20,00O,00Q 
fterling)  in  gold  and  filver  are  depofited  in  the 
coffers  of  the  National  Convention.  The  mint  of 
Paris,  to  which  was  tranfported  all  the  bullion 
of  the  fuppreffed  provincial  mints,  contains  near 
feventy  millions  (about  £.  3,000,000  fterling)  of 
metals;  and  daily  additions  are  thrown  in  by  de- 
pofits,  collections,  and  penalties.     The  plunder 

of 
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of  the  churches  produced  thirty-two  millions, 
(near  £ .  1,350,000  flerling)  ;  and  through  the 
whole  extent  of  France  no  longer  now  remains 
a  facred  vafe,  not  even  in  the  domeftic  chapels. 
The  lafl  eight  months  the  churches  of  Paris  have 
been  all  fhut,  and  in  the  provinces  almoft  all 
fucceffively. 

Though  improbable,  it  is  not  impofTibie,  that 
the  French  Republic  will  one  day  prefent  itfelf 
to  combat  with  the  money  of  every  other  nation, 
at  a  time,  when  they  have  fpent  all  theirs,  when 
France  is  freed  from  taxes,  (the  public  domains 
making  this  cafy)  and  when  all  the  powers  are 
reduced  to  the  laft:  extremity. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  have  aban- 
doned the  Colonies,  perfuaded,  that  the  con- 
fumption  in  France  was  too  necedary  for  Eu- 
rope, and  America,  ever  to  be  negle£ted.  The 
means,  the  men,  and  energy,  requifite  to  fupport 
the  maritime  force,  will  become  a  refource  to 
their  power  at  land;  and  the  people,  accuftomed 
to  the  want  of  luxuries,  will  require  little  of  Eu- 
rope, though  it  may  always  demand  much  of 
them.  The  Convention  reafoning  upon  thefe 
principles,  have  fo  infinuatcd  them  into  the  na- 
tion, that  it  might  deftroy  its  ports,  burn  its 
veffels   and   (hips;    and   thus,  returning    to   the 
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favage  life,  inflicl  a  mortal  blow  upon  the  com- 
merce of  Europe  by  the  annihilation  of  its  own  ; 
and  at  the  laft  extremity  they  are  refolved  to 
employ  this  defperate  alternative.  They  have 
lately  experienced  a  complete  defeat  by  fea;  and 
from  the  combinations  of  pride  in  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  they  will 
affe6t,  I  believe,  an  unimportance  to  the  fending 
a  new  fquadron  to  fea :  nor  will  they  do  it. 

I  faid,  that  Paris  was  the  immenfe  manufac- 
tory of  the  opinions,  the  arms,  and  the  crimes 
of  the  Republic :  the  public  mind  finds  no  re- 
pofe.  Exhibitions  are  fucceeded  by  executions; 
and  thefe  laft  are  reprefentations,  neceffary  to 
perpetuate  the  popular  frenzy,  indifpenfible  to 
the  fupport  of  tyranny.  The  human  mind  is 
replete  with  curiofity ;  and  the  number  of  vic- 
tims inceffantly  excites  it,  and  is  neceffary  to 
fatisfy  it. 

With  an  heroic  and  never  failing  courage, 
the  Royalifls  terminated  a  life,  honourable  even 
in  death  C9)  ;  and  this  example,  fo  magnanimous, 
but  fo  doleful,  of  which  the  moft  virtuous  of 
Kings,  and  greateft  of  Oueens,  left  the  model, 
appears  now  their  laft  confolation. 

Even 


[     41     ] 

Even  the  villains,  (from  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  Father  Duchene,  to Brifibt  and  Danton)  whofe 
crimes  at  laft  conducted  them  to  the  fcaffold, 
mounted  it  with  a  fortitude,  truly  ailonifhing, 
with  a  fpecies  of  the  rage  of  their  opinions,  or 
with  the  certainty,  that  they  could  not  hope  for 
pardon  (20). 

The  fex,  to  whom  nature  appeared  to  have 
folely  granted  fenfibility,  and  grace,  have  fur- 
paffed,  in  force  and  courage,  the  raoft  diftinguifh- 
ed  of  their  fellow  citizens.  But  this  generous 
devotion  to  their  country  affects  not  the  mul- 
titude, fo  long  milled,  and  whom  their  tyrants 
attempt  to  deprive  of  every  fentiment  of  huma- 
nity (2I).  They  have  taken  from  the  French 
people,  even  the  remembrance  of  that  urbane, 
and  gentle  character,  which  once  diftinguifhed 
them  from  other  nations ;  and  they  plunge  them 
into  Rome  <  nd  Athens,  with  all  their  own  vices, 
with  the  hypocrify  of  liberty,  and  the  phantoms 
of  their  fovereigi.ty. 

The  mod  incendiary  journals,  (22)  multiplied 
to  an  amazing  extent,  encourage  the  delirium; 
and  the  fame  of  victory,  with  hatred  to  the  van- 
quished, is  fprcad  to  the  extremities  of  the  em- 
pire, with  a  celerity  and  £rofufion,  which  increafe 
the   triumph.     Misfortunes  and   defeats  (:!)  are 
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modelled  with  fo  much  art,  fo  dexteroufly  fuited 
to  the  circumflances  a-nd  the  people,  that  they 
are  made  the  powerful  means  of  encouragement, 
and  the  caufe  of  all  the  facrifices.  France  faw 
her  enemies  in  her  bofom  ;  and  their  nearnefs 
to  Paris  demanded  not  the  common  arts  of 
alarm.  The  retreat  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
extended  the  frontiers  to  the  walls  of  the  capi- 
tal. In  the  imaginations  of  the  people,  a  re- 
tiring foe  is  lefs  dangerous,  than  one,  who  never 
advanced ;  and  the  French  Revolution,  as  well 
as  the  armies,  which  fupport  it,  would  foon  have 
been  endangered  by  that  aclivity,  which  they 
now  difplay,  againfi;  their  enemies.  The  flow- 
nefs,  the  prudence,  the  military  fcience,  which 
direct  the  attacks,  and  trace  the  plans,  and  ope- 
rations of  the  combined  armies,  as  well  as  the 
views,  which  calumny  and  crime  attach  to  them, 
tend  to  increafe  the  number  of  their  partizans, 
their  communications,  andwifhes,  in  the  interior 
of  a  country,  governed  by  terror.  But  when 
terror  mall  have  finally  conduced  to  repofe, 
when  the  habitude  of  facrifices  fhall  have  fub- 
jecled  the  demands  of  luxury  to  the  more  tem- 
perate enjoyments  of  fafety,  and  perfonal  tran- 
quillity, (and  fuch  the  tyrants  dare  to  promifc 
them)  we  fear,  that  the  allied  powers  will  not 
then  remain  with  their  armies  in  our  country, 
where  fo  many  victims  now  call  upon  them. 

Twenty- 
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Twenty-two  thoufand  perfons  fill  the  prifons 
of  Paris,  or  are-  guarded  in  their  own  houfes. 
Six  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand  were  de- 
tained in  the  departments  at  the  epoch  of  the 
26th  of  April  ('■*);  and  this  number  has  been 
augmented  by  all  the  members  of  the  nobility, 
whom  the  decrees  at  that  moment  forced  to 
leave  Paris,  the  fortified  places,  and  the  mari- 
time cities,  and  to  prefent  themfelves,  every  day, 
to  the  municipality  of  the  place,  where  they 
were  permitted  to  fix  their  refidence.  Three 
hundred  perfons  perifh  daily  on  the  fearful d 
throughout  the  extent  of  France.  The  diffi- 
culty of  efcaping  provokes  fuicide;  and  this  is 
now  become  fo  common,  it  is  fcarcely  noticed. 
Plunder,  chagrin,  and  all  the  confequent  evils, 
aflift  to  depopulate  the  country.  Upon  the 
calculation  of.  all  thefe  caufes,  joined  to  the 
civil  and  foreign  war,  France  has  loft  twelve  or 
thirteen  hundred  thoufand  men. 

The  departments,  more  retired  from  the  cn- 
thufiafm  and  public  infatuation  of  Paris,  but 
who  feel  the  wants  of  thofc  things,  ncceffary  to 
the  abundance  of  the  capital,  this  focus  of  revo- 
lution, which  to  day  impovcrifhes,  by  its  crimes, 
the  provinces,  it  once  ruined  by  its  luxuries, 
are  more  fenfibly  oppreffed  by  the  weight  of  the 
Revolution;   and  they  deteft  it  more.     But  too 
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many  private  interefts  bind  them  to  their  lot; 
and  too  many  internal  dangers,  which  menace 
them,  prevent  them  from  throwing  off  their 
yoke.  Foreign  protection  is  too  diftant,  and 
uncertain,  not  to  prefer  the  fhamc,  and  peace  of 
{lavcry,  to  the  convulfions,  and  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  a  revolt.  The  difcontented  are 
every  where;  but  none  will  rebel,  unlefs  they 
could  be  affured  of  viclory,  and  peace. 

L'Artois,  Picardy,  Brittany,  and  Normandy 
particularly,  defire  a  new  order  of  things.  The 
entire  mafs  of  citizens  in  thefe  provinces  only 
wait  for  the  means,  a  good  opportunity,  and 
leaders,  to  arife,  and  openly  declare  againft  the 
Convention.  Normandy  will  open  its  Ports  to 
the  firft  fquadron,  which  prefents,  and  would 
rally,  to  a  man,  around  the  firft  White  Standard, 
that  fhall  float  on  its  coafts,  if  fhe  could  hope 
for  a  fure  protection;  but  fhe  will  not  anticipate 
the  fuccours,  fhe  implores. 

Unlefs  by  the  great  fuccefs  of  the  allied 
powers,  unlefs  by  an  explofion  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Affembly,  or  at  Paris,  (but  no  deputy  "an- 
nounces fufficient  energy,  and  means  to  create 
an  hope)  we  muft  not  expect  any  great  internal 
infurreclion,  favourable  to  the  powers  of  Europe; 
and   it   would   become    iuipoffible,    fliould   the 

Committee 


[     45     ] 

Committee  of  Public  Safety  oblige  them  to 
make  peace.  The  deputies  of  great  influence, 
even  Robefpierre  himfelf,  may  go  to  the  leaf- 
fold;  and  yet  produce  no  effential  change  id 
affairs.  The  fpirit  of  the  Revolution  may  fur- 
vive  thefe  events;  and  a  new  Affembly  adopt 
their  principles:  The  power  is  pofTeffed  by  the 
Sans-culotifme,  and  requires  all  the  efforts  of 
united  Europe  to  ftop  its  progrefs. 

Some  deputies  will,  undoubtedly,  perifli  vic- 
tims of  their  bafe  intrigues,  and  vile  corrup- 
tions; their  mfulated  projects  will  not  affeQ  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and  their  punifh- 
ment  will  augment  its  power.  "Without  a  lignal 
reverfe  of  fortune  in  the  armies  of  the  Republic, 
we  muft  not  expect  any  great  faction,  or  any 
great  confpiracy,  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign; but  we  may  fear,  that  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  will,  at  this  epoch,  give  a  new  form 
of  government  to  France,  and  that  Robefpierre 
will  be  the  chief.  For  the  lall  feven  months,  it 
appears,  he  has  projected  to  eftablilh  a  fenate, 
compofed  of  few  members,  reprefentative,  and 
elective,  affcmbled  at  a  fixed  period,  and  to  be 
prorogued,  or  continued,  at  the  will  of  a  coun- 
cil: the  members  to  be  elective,  and  for  life: 
their  prefident  perpetual,  whofe  name  is  not  vet 
determined  on,  and  who,. excrei ling  every  power 
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and  acl  of  royalty  in  the  enflaved  Republic,  will 
be  invefted,  even  with  the  force  of  opinion; 
and  thus  grant  to  all  the  parties,  which  divide 
France,  the  image  of  what  they  defire,  and  de- 
fend them  from  what  they  fear.  We  muft  no- 
longer  dilfemblc,  that  the  man,  who  can  affure 
to  the  French  Nation  individual  fecurity,  and 
property,  is  certain  of  reigning  over  her;  and 
the  general  laffitude  will  fanclion  any  form  of 
government. 

This  project  has  been  gradually  executed  for 
four  months.  The  people  have  been  deprived 
of  the  nomination  to  civil  employs,  and  of  Mu- 
nicipal, Judiciary,  and  Adminiltrative,  functi- 
ons. The  convocation  of  the  Primary  AfTem- 
blies  is  forbid.  The  Revolutionary  regulations, 
the  right  of  violating  all  law,  even  that  which 
itfelf  decrees,  are  confecrated,  and  neceffarily 
eftablifhed  during  the  war.  The  Committee  of. 
Public  Safety  appoints  to  all  places,  and  all  au- 
thorities; its  power  was  never  greater,  and 
though  many  of  the  Revolutionary  Committees 
are  deprived  of  their  confequence,  its  authority 
was  never  more  acknowledged.  The  projecled 
modification  of  property  occanons  new  crimes  ; 
and  they  daily  drag  to  the  fcafTold,  both  the 
proprietors  and  the  privileged  order.  The  ba- 
nifhment  of  thofc,  who  have  notpcrifhed,  fecms 
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refolved  upon.  The  divifion  of  land  amongft 
the  army,  and  the  neceffary  fupportcrs  of  the 
new  Government,  the  projected  exemptions 
from  taxes,  may  confolidate  this  new  Govern- 
ment, and  create  a  new  people,  who  threaten 
to  invade  and  overthrow  all  the  kingdoms,  and 
thrones,  if  Europe  was  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to 
prevent  it,  or  if  too  flow  to  right  them  :  every 
moment  is  of  confequence. 

«*  The  French  Republic  Jtiall pen fny  or  Monarchy^ 
and  the  Powers  of  Europe,  Jliall  end  with  the  Cen- 
tury/' Thefe  arc  the  projects,  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  do  not  hefitate  to  pub- 
lish ;  and  thefe  words  Robefpicrre,  and  Barrere, 
ceafe  not  to  pronounce. 

Every  day  augments  our  fears :  the  crimes 
of  France  are  exhauftedj  but  the  crimes  of 
Greece  and  Rome  begin.  A  new  Cojldmc*  has 
taken  place  in  this  nation,  deftined  to  preferve 
nothing  of  its  habitudes,  and  antiquity.  The 
empire  of  the  fenfes  rules  the  multitude  ;  and  the 
Grecian,  and  Roman  robes,  will  foon  deprive 
Frenchmen  of  the  remembrance  of  their  ancient 
country.  Gymnafia,  courfes,  and  wrejfilings — • 
triumphal  feftivals,    branches    of  oak,  and   the 

pantheon 

*  The  .Tranflal  preferved  the  word 

relates,  as  he  •  of  the  tibdv, 
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pantheon — theatres  dedicated  to  the  people,  and 
formed  upon  the  great  models  of  antiquity, 
which  ages  have  refpected,  will  long  time  miti- 
gate their  flaVery  with  the  varnifhed  colours  of 
liberty.  A  religion,  whofe  augurs  bring  down 
the  Goddeffes  of  Victory,  and  Juflice,  upon  this 
renovated  earth,  may,  perhaps,  make  their  old 
regrets  lefs  poignant,  and  their  new  vows  fmcere. 

Thefe  principles,  which  have  given  birth  to 
public  fchools,  fumciently  illuftrate  their  inten- 
tions ;  and  this  generation,  whofe  infancy  has 
been  nourifhed  by  crimes,  they  will  make  dan- 
gerous to  the  univerfe  from  the  neceffity  of  ex- 
ercifing  its  courage,  and  maintaining  a  military 
Republic  ;  and  by  the  diffemination  of  principles, 
the  moil  falfe,  but  yet  the  moft  feductive,  that 
men  had  ever  to  combat,  we  fhould,  every  where 
fee  a  fovereignty  ufurped,  a  lawlefs  equality, 
and  robbery  legitimated. 

After  this  picture  of  the  ftate  of  France,  and 
the  projects  of  its  Tyrants,  we  may  infer,  that 
peace,  accommodation,  or  negociation  with  their 
Republic,  will  be  the  moft  violent  outrage  upon 
focial  order.  They  wifh  to  invade  and  deftroy 
univerfal  property  :  no  trety  can  be  facred  with 
men,  who  fwear  to  violate  every  thing.  By  ob- 
taining a  truce,  Europe  cannot  avoid  the  ca- 
lamities, 
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lamitics,  which  hang  over  it.  The  germ  of  the 
Revolution  muft  be  extirpated  out  of  France  ; 
or  every  Government  will  foon  experience  its 
own  deftru&ion. 

To  this  end,  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
points  all  its  efforts ;  and  upon  this  principal 
object,  they  found  the  {lability  of  their  Govern- 
ment. A  great  part  of  their  trcafures,  and  nu- 
merous emiffaries,  are,  every  where,  employed 
with  an  activity,  and  perfeverance,  equally  in- 
defatigable, to  dilTeminate  their  principles,  and 
their  crimes.  They  endeavour  to  propagate 
them  in  Piedmont,  Poland,  Italy,  Brabant,  and 
even  in  England.  A  very  large  fum  was  re- 
mitted, for  this  purpofe,  to  Warfaw,  (*s)  in  the 
beginning  of  March;  and  all  the  precious  Hones 
of  France  were  feized  upon  to  tempt  the  Divan, 
and  excite  a  powerful  diverfion,  againft  the  two 
Imperial  Courts. 

Such  are  the  refources,  and  projects,  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety.  Its  projects  can 
only  pcrifh  with  it:  its  refources,  confiderablc, 
as  they  (till  are,  are  procured  by  the  mod 
violent  meafures ;  and  its  very  continuation 
muft  deftroy  it. 

H  The 
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The    Committee   of  Public    Safety    can    add 
nothing  more  to  the  terror,  it  infpires;  but  the 
allied  powers  may  weaken  it.     They  may  direct 
this  very  terror,  againfl  the  Committee,  and  find 
the  greateft  fuccours,  and  moll  powerful  allies, 
in   the   general    wearinefs   of  France:    and   let 
them  publifh  to  the  wretched  inhabitants,  in  the 
molt  pofitive  manner,  their  invariable  determi- 
nation of  profecuting  the   war,   till   they    mall 
have  re-eflablifhed  monarchy,  order,  and  pro- 
perty.     The  Committee   of  Public    Safety   are 
obliged  to  excufe  even  their  victories,  and  by 
the  hopes  of  peace,  determine  the  people  to  con- 
tinue the  war.     If  at  the  end  of  this  campaign, 
whatever  be  the  fuccefs,  the  people   are  again 
forced  to  fpend  the  remnant  of  their  means  in 
favour  of  their  tyrants,  and  not  obtain  the  ex- 
pected peace,  I  hefitate  not  to  declare,  that  the 
defpair   of  repofe   will   produce   an  explofion, 
fatal  to  their  tyrants. 

I  alfo  affirm,  that,  neither  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  nor  the  fucceeding  government, 
can  refill  for  two  years :  they  can  obtain  no  fup- 
plies,  but  by  penalties;  and  thefe  revolutionary 
means  muft  necefTarily  be  deftroyed,  and  anni- 
hilated by  time.  They  flatter  themfelves  with 
forcing  the  belligerent  powers,   this  winter,  to 

peace. 
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peace,  and  to  be  at  liberty  to  employ  clemency, 
property,  and  rep  of  c,  in  fuch  manner,  as  may 
confolidate  ther  power,  and  difieminate  their 
fundamental  principles  to  the  extremities  of  the 
Globed) 

Such  is  the  ftate  of  affairs:  fuch  the  ene- 
Tnies  that  we  fight:  fuch  the  calamities  and 
unparalleled  crimes,  which  we  mud  exter- 
minate. Great  as  the  dangers  are,  the  means 
of  eluding  them  are  flill  more  numerous;  and 
it  is,  undoubtedly,  more  practicable  to  con- 
quer, and  annihilate  fuch  a  government, 
than  always  to  be  guarding  againft  their  at- 
tempts. 

But  how  to  fucceed?  I  pretend  not  to  in- 
ftrucl  the  diftinguifhed  minifters,  who  direct 
the  principal  Cabinets  of  Europe.  They 
could  not  know,  what  I  have  feen;  and  I 
therefore  think  it  important  to  publifh  it. 
This  fummary  may,  perhaps,  contain  the  moft 
oppofite  contradictions;  but  do  not  forget, 
that  a  revolution  produces,  and  explains  them, 
all. 

From  my  exact  knowledge  of  what  pafTes  in 
France,  from  the  certainty  of  finding,  as  many 

H  2  allien 
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allies,  as  difcontented,  I  think,  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  effeQ:  great  infurrections:  but  be  not 
deceived  on  the  choice  of  means,  and  be  con- 
vinced, that  we  mud  not  lofe  a  moment  to 
preferve  Europe. 


NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


Note  (i)  page  2. 

Near  280  members  never  leave  the  Committees :  100,  or 
130.  are  fent  to  the  armies,  or  in  the  Departments,  in  quality 
of  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  :  and  the  reft  do  not  regularly 
alTUt  at  the  fittings  of  the  Convention. 

Note  (2)  Jt.  6. 

Nine  Millions  (about  ^".375,000  fterling),  have  been  em- 
ployed, in  embellifhing  the  Palais  of  the  Thuilleries,  which  a 
grate,  in  bronze,  is  "intended  to  feparate  from  the  Caroufel. 
Eighty  millions  (near  ^.3,^00,000  fterling),  have  been  de- 
creed to  complete  the  canals ;  and  forty  millions  to  the  repair 
of  the  high  roads ;  upon  which  workmen  are  now  employed. 
A  great  theatre,  and  the  richeft  fcenery  and  dreffes,  are  def- 
tined  for  Grecian  and  Roman  fpeftacles.  The  collection  of 
the  Mufeum,  the  richeft  of  the  globe,  receives  dailv  additions; 
and  orders  are  given  to  finifh  the  Palace  of  the  Louvre. 

Note — after  Paris,  2.  13,  p.  10. 

The  National  Convention,  and  the  Thuilleries,  were  fur- 
rounded  for  three  days,  by  feventy  thoufand  men  of  the  armed 
force  ;  and  through  their  ranks,  fucceffively,  parted  the  members 
of  the  BrifTotin,  and  Girondift,  faction,  whom  the  decree  or- 
dered to  prifon. 

Note — after  hiding  place,  I.  22,  k.  10. 

In  the  fhort  fpace  of  four  months,  Marat  was  thrice  conceal- 
ed in  the  feuers  of  the  Church  of  the  Cordeliers ;  whence  he 
lent  forth  his  empoiioned  paper,  intided,  "  V Ami  JuPo> 

They 
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They  could  not  perfuade  him  to  fubmit  to  the  decree  againft 
liim,  till  fifteen  days  afterwards,  when  he  was  aflured,  he  ran 
no  rifk. 

Note — after  Marat,  I.  i,  Jt.  n. 

This  fact,  avowed  by  an  intimate  friend  of  Marat,  is  fup- 
ported  by  every  poffible  evidence,  which  can  eftablifh  the 
truth.  Marat  felt  his  end  approach,  and  he  died,  perfuaded, 
that  the  poifon,  which  confumed  him,  had  been  given  him  by 
Robefpierre. 

Note  (3)    p.  n. 

It  is  beyond  doubt,  from  the  tef "  nony  obtained  upon  the 
place,  by  a  Deputy  of  the  Conventic  j,  who  ftill  pofTefles  a 
great  influence,  amongfl  the  Jacobins,  that  Robefpierre  cm- 
ployed  Grangreneuve  and  Fauchet,  to  fend  Charlotte  Corday 
(of  the  Department  of  Calvados  to  Paris,)  and  to  engage  her  to 
aiTamnate  Marat,  perfuading  her,  that  he  fought  only  the  de- 
finition of  the  Republic,  by  exciting  the  pillage,  and  plunder 
of  property.  The  good  of  the  Republic,  therefore,  prompted 
Charlotte  Corday  to  facrifice  Marat. 

Note  (4)  ft.  11. 

Gobet  received  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  eighty- 
five  thoufand  livres  (about  ^.3,540  fterling),  to  abjure,  the 
next  day,  before  the  Convention,  the  character  of  Prieft ;  and 
this  Committee,  two  months  afterwards,  dragged  him  to  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal  (it  is,  perhaps,  not  unneceffary  to  re- 
mark, that  the  idea  and  eftablifhment  of  this  tribunal,  was 
conceived  by  Danton,  as  well  as  the  project  of  maffes  and  re- 
quifitions),  where  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  accufation, 
brought  againft  him,  charged  him  with  receiving  from  the  dif- 
•rganizers  and  Arijlrocrats,  the  fum  of  eighty-five  thoufand  li- 
vres (about^.3,540  fterling)  to  abjure  his  religion,  and  preach 
Atheifm.  Hebert  waited  every  day  upon  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  to  receive  for  his  paper,  intitled,  "  Le Jiere  Du~ 
chefne",  the  fubjects  of  the  morrow  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  Camille  des  Moulins  gave  the  fix  numbers  of  the  Vieux 

Cordelier^ 
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Cordelier,  at  the  repeated  defire  of  Robefpierre,  who,  perfuaded 
that  Camille  was  truly  republican,  and  dreading  his  character 
iir.d  hii  principles,  hurried  him  to  the  fcaffold,  which  Camille 
had  fo  frequently  dyed  with  the  blood  of  victims. 

Note  (5)  Jt.  11. 

La  Croix,  and  three  General  Officers  of  the  Northern  ar- 
my, attefted  to  divers  perfons,  that,  in  the  month  of  June, 
Robefpierre  knew  of  the  avarice  of  Danton,  and  that  he  long 
prefTed  him  to  go  into  Belgium,  under  aflurance,  that  he  would 
ibon  make  the  moft  considerable  fortune  ;  and  that  he  fhould 
be  inverted  with  the  plenary  powers  of  the  Convention,  and 
have  the  direction  of  the  money. 

Note  (6)  //.  14. 

Couthon  is  carried  in  an  elbow  chair,  alternately,  to  the 
Convention,  and  the  jacobins.  For  eight  months  he  has  been 
unable  to  walk  ;  but  he  is  the  more  attentively  affiduous  in  ac- 
complishing the  views,  and  projects  of  Robefpierre.  He  is  of 
no  confequence  individually.  His  fortune  amounts  to  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  (about  ^.62,500  fterling).  Barrere  has  remit* 
ted  three  millions  (^.125,000  fterling)  into  Italv  and  Den* 
mark.  Laft  November  St.  Juft  declared  "  the  Marquis  of 
11  Fontvieille  (his  own  name  before  the  Revolution)  m  mined  by 
**  the  Decrees ;  but  an  employment,  and  fix  months  of  Commit  tee/hipf 
"  ivillfoon  rejlore  me,  what  I  have  loji.'''' 

Note  (7)  p.  15. 

A  Deputy,  on  his  mifiion,  ordinarily  fpends  fifteen'or  twen- 
ty thoufand  livres  (^.625  ornear^.800  a  month).  The  Na- 
tional Reprefentatives  travel  in  the  carriages  of  the  court,  or 
of  the  Emigrants,  drawn  by  fix  or  eight  horfes;  they  even 
where  keep  an  open  table,  empty  the  cellars,  fequeftj  -.red  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nation,  and  addict  themfelves,  without  blame, 
to  the  moft  irregular  inclinations.  They  have  the  power  of 
life  and  death,  and  they  daily  confign  victims  to  punifhment, 
and  receive  money  to  reftore  them  to  libert)  .  \ndiv  Dumont, 
has  received  immenfe  funis  at  Abbeville,  and  Amiens,  and  in 

every 
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era  j  part  of  Picardy,  and  has  even  purehafed,  in  the  name  of 
Picot,  the  Hotel  of  Plouys,  the  moft  handfome  in  Abbeville; 
snd  hath  comraiffioned  him  to  purchafe  the  land  of  the  fame 
name.  Le  Vatfeur,  has  wrung  from  the  Ariftocrats  of  Llfic, 
and  Flanders,  near  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres  (^.25,000  fter- 
ling),  and  remitted  it  to  Berne.  Siblot,  and  Legendre,  have 
received  considerable  fums  in  the  Departments  of  the  Eure,  and 
the  Lower  Seine.  Le  Bon  has  plundered  Arras  of  near  five 
hundred  thoufand  livres  (about  ^.20,800  fterling),  from  feal- 
ing  their  papers,  and  from  the  relations  of  perfons,  he  deliver- 
ed over  to  the  Revolutionary  Committee.  The  moft  legal  evi- 
dence eftabiifh  all  thefe  fafts. 

Note  (8)  p.  17. 

Henriot  was  once  clerk  at  the  barriers  (entrees)  of  Paris,  ab- 
folutely  moneylefs,  debauchee,  and  drunkard.  He  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  fent  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  on  the 
punifhment  of  Ronfin  and  Vincent ;  but  promifing  implicit 
obedience  to  Robefpierre,  he  was  continued  in  his  fituation, 
although  the  warrant  of  judgment  was  figned. 

Note  (9)  p.  18. 

Payan,  chief  of  the  Commune  of  Paris,  and  a  National 
Agent,  came  from  Provence  to  Paris,  by  the  orders  of  his 
mafter  Pvobefpierre.  He  is  void  of  perfonal  means,  but  a  deep 
villain :  in  conftitution  he  refembles  his  protector,  and  even 
in  the  weaknefs  of  his  fight  and  lofs  of  voice.  Robefpierre 
gave  him  in  February,  17,500  livres,  (about  ^.730  fterling). 

Note  (10)  p.  20. 

Two  hundred  new  pieces  have  been  performed  fince  the 
10th  of  Auguft  :  it  is  impoffible,  without  teftimony,  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  immorality  and  ferocity,  which  they  breathe. 
Barrere,  fpeaking  of  the  Theatre,  in  the  tribune  of  the  Con- 
vention, exclaimed,  "  the  injipid  and  offered  Racine  enervated 
"  mankind;  but  the  zv^i tings  of' the  Sans-culotte  Crebillon  arc  fv.it - 
"  ed  to  Repubficans." 

Note 
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Note  (i  l)  j!.  22. 

All  the  great  Hotels,  Churches,  and  public  places,  are  filled 
With  forges,  and  military  workfhops  ;  but  their  labours  are  fo 
precipitated,  and  their  fkill  fo  trifling,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
mufquets,  which  they  make,  are  entirely  defective. 

Note  (12)/.  23. 

Forty-eight  feftivals  have  been  celebrated  at  Paris,  in  honour 
of  Le  Pelletier,  and  Marat,  each  more  difgufting  than  the 
other.  Their  maufolea  are  built  in  every  Commune,  and  their 
buffs,  or  images,  are  placed  in  almoft  every  houfe  of  France. 
The  orgies,  which  have  fprang  from  the  abolition  of  the  Ca- 
tholic worfhip,  furpafs  every  thing,  that  the  human  mind  can? 
imagine,  of  perverfity,  corruption,  and  atrocity. 

Note  (13)  //..   1$. 

Couthon,  and  Collot  d'Herbois  (and  this  laft  is  proved  to 
have  ftolen,  from  the  dead  bodies,  and  ruins,  which  he  multi- 
plied at  Lyons,  two  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  livres  in 
gold  (about  ^.133,300  fterling),  which  he  hath  not  account.,! 
for  to  the  Convention)  have  frequently  repeated  thefe  very. 
words  at  the  tribune  of  the  Jacobins,  particularly  after  the  fur- 
render  of  Valenciennes,  and  the  evacuation  of  Toul     t. 

Note  (14)/.  27. 

Cattle  abfolutely  failed  in  the  markets  of  Sceaux,  and  PoiflY, 
in  July  and  Auguft  laft  :,  Normandy,  and  Poitou,  which 
fupplied  them,  were  in  part  poffefled  by  the  Psoyalifts  and 
Federalifts.  The  army  of  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as  Pacy, 
above  Vernon;  and  about  the  lame  time,  Valenciei 
taken  :  Toulon  had  opened  its  gates  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Tours 
and  Orleans  awaited  the  Rovalifls ;  and  thirty  three  counter- 
revolutionary affemblies  appeared  in  different  1  arts  of  France. 
The  National  Allembly  was  in  the  moil  profound  confterna- 
tion  ;  the  necefiity  of  transferring  the  fitting  of  the  Conventi- 
on t»  the  Comptat  Yenaifin,  was  debated  in  the  Committee  of 
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Public  Safety ;  and  fuch  was  the  general  difpofition,  that  a 
Louis  would  purchafe  162  livres  in  afli gnats :  and  even  in  May, 
notwithftanding   the  penalty    of  death,    fifty,    and   fifty-five 

livres. 

Note  (15)/.  29. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  I  fpeak  of  the  fituation  of  La 
Vendee,  towards  the  20th  of  April.  The  great  dearth,  the 
difficulty  of  carrying  on  military  operations,  in  a  country,  im- 
paffible  fix  months  in  the  year,  and  the  deferts  which  furround- 
ed  its  heroic  defenders,  occasioned  their  inaction,  the  difperfion- 
of  the  armies,  and  the  defertion  of  the  peafantry. 

Note — after  capital,  fi.  30,  /.  23. 

The  poor  people  of  Paris  were  in  want  of  bread,  but  the 
rich  were  always  well  provided.  The  corn  was  every  where 
ftopped  by  the  Revolutionary  army,  or  by  the  Commune  of 
Paris  ;  and  at  night  they  brought  in  fufficient  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  morrow.  Paris,  which,  in  the  month  of  October, 
required  1640  fetiers,  ( each  fetier  twelve  bufhels)  of  corn  a  day, 
confumed  only  4  or  500,  for  more  than  fix  weeks.  But  this 
dearth  was  generally  factitious,  for  the  environs  of  the  capital 
were  always  well  provided. 

Note  (16)  /.  34. 

We  muft  not  conclude,  from  the  mifery,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple are  plunged,  that  famine  ravages  France  ;  there  will  be  no 
fcarcity  of  corn  this  year.  They  force  it  from  the  people,  in 
proportion  to  the  harveft,  and  collecting  it,  in  abundance,  in 
the  army  granaries,  leave,  or  diftribute,  in  each  diftrict,  the 
quantity,  indifpenfibly  necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  the  inha- 
bitants. This  atrocious  meafure  fecures  obedience  to  their 
minifters.  The  deprivation  of  every  other  necefTary,  confirms 
their  mifery,  and  denies  the  means  of  extricating  themfelves. 
The  expectation  of  future  happinefs,  and  enjoyment,  prolong 
their  patience,  and  encourage  them  to  fupport  their  evils. 

Note 
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Kote  (17)  /.  37. 

Under  the  pretext  of  difcovering  faltpetre,  they  fcrape  the 
houfes,  buildings,  and  gardens,  with  fo  much  perfeverance, 
that  they  frequently  find  gold  and  filver,  which  terror  had 
buried ;  and  of  which  the  law  apportions  a  part  to  the  iu- 
former. 

Note  (18)  Ji.  40. 

The  Convention  has  entered  the  names  of  the  creditors  of  the 
Republic  in  a  book,  which  is  now  their  only  fecurity ;  and 
have  forced  them  to  depofit,  in  the  national  treafury,  the  ori- 
ginal contracts,  under  the  penalty  of  being  robbed  of  them, 
and  of  being  treated,  as  weil  as  their  notaries,  as  fufpected  per- 
fbns.  Under  the  name  of  creditors  of  the  Republic,  they  in- 
clude, alfo,  all  the  creditors  of  property  invaded  by  the  Revo- 
lution. All  is  confounded  together  in  this  great  book,  with- 
out diftinguifhing,  or  denominating  their  original  pledge;  they 
have  no  other  fecurity  than  a  mark,  naming  the  fum  due  by  the 
Republic  ;  no  other  furety  than  the  prefervation  of  this  book  ;  no 
other  pledge  than  the  loyalty  of  the  French  Republic. 

The  Convention  has  projected  to  act  in  the  fame  manner 
with  the  proprietors  of  lands,-  and  of  nationalizing  the  French 
territory.  The  validity  of  pofTellion  being  determined,  it  will 
be  infcribed  in  the  great  book  ;  and  this  will  be  the  only  fecu- 
rity. By  this  means  the  whole  of  the  public  and  private  pro- 
perty will  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  National  Convention.  Thefe 
entries  may  be  confidered  as  a  new  fpecies  of  aflignats ;  are  the 
means  by  which  the  Convention  pays  the  creditors  of  the  Hate; 
and  are  taken  into  the  account  in  the  payment  of  national  pro- 
perty. On  the  firft  of  May  the  afiignats  loft  thirty-eight  per 
cent.  This  new  benefit  favours  the  national  fales,  and  reftores 
*he  infcriptions  to  the  treafury,  where  they  are  concealed.  The 
diftruft,  which  both  the  infcriptions  and  aflignats  create,  obliges 
them  to  exchange  their  fecurities  for  the  national  lands,  fear- 
ing that  if  the  Republic  fhould  be  deftroyed,  nothing  will  be 
paid ;  and  the  fcaffolds  and  decrees  daily  reftore  to  them  a  part 
<of  the  property.     Purfuing  this  fpecies  of  robbery,  and  aflaifi- 
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nations,  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  hopes  to  difpofe  of  a 
part  of  the  territory,  in  favour  of  the  army  and  the  Sans-culottes, 
and  appropriate  the  remainder  to  the  liquidation  of  taxes,  and 
thus  leave  the  nation,  difcharged  of  its  debts,  and  atfignats. 
The  laft  year,  the  impofitions  amounted  to  two-fifths  of  the  net 
revenue ;  and  the  directions  of  the  decree,  which  ordered  the 
of  a  forced  loan  of  a  milliai-d  (about  £.  41,666,000  fter- 
ling)  were  fo  managed,  that  the  richeft  man  could  preferve  no 
more  than  4,500  livres  (about  £.  187  fterling)  for  his  mainte- 
nance, and  was  obliged  to  give  the  remainder  to  the  nation, 
T  .'s  loan,  however,  only  produced  forty-three  millions  at 
Paris  (about  £  1, Soc, 000  fterling)  where  it  fhould  have  pro- 
duced double,  and  only  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  mil- 
lions (about  £.  ic,coo,ooc)  throv.'ho  hole  extent  of 
France. 

The  project  of  inferiptions  was  conceived  by  Syeyes ;  and 
Cambcn  (the  moft  ignorant  of  all  the  adminiftrators  of  France) 
laboured  upon  the  plan  for  nine  months. 

Note — after  -nobility,  p.  3  7,  /.  9. 

The  lands  of  the  nobility  are  now  ever)'  where  fold ;  each 
purchafer  believes  his  fafety,  enfured  by  this  delapidation  ;  and 
the  moft  honeft  man  is  daily  obliged  to  engage  in  it,  hoping  to 
find  the  means  of  tranquillity.  But  the  Convention,  who 
have  levied  contributions  upon  their  fears,  as  well  as  their 
hopes,  frequently  fends  to  the  fame  prifon,  both  the  proprietor 
and  the  purchafer :  the  laft  is  as  guilty  as  the  firft  if  he  poflefies 
the  fame  fortune. 

Note — after  addition,  /:.  3S,  /.  14. 

This  calculation  is  mathematically  exact.  Laft  March  coft 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  millions  (near  £.  34,600,000  fterling) ; 
and  in  the  month  of  April  the  expenditure  amounted  to  fix 
hundred  and  forty  millions  (about  ^.26,660,000  fterling). 

Note  (19)   p.  40. 

The  Count  l'Aigle  thus  addrefled  the  multitude,  "  //  is  not 
il  my  heady  cut  bread  and  your  King,  which  you  ought  to  demand.'' 

M.  de. 
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M.  de  Laqniomarais  inceflantly  cried,  "  Five  le  Roi,"  as  long 
as  he  had  life;  and  M.  de  Tundutti  alfo  exclaimed,  "  I  die  for 
li  my  King,  and  you  live  to  ferve  his  affafjins  :  I  pity  you  ;  they 
%i  pay  you  to  applaud  my  death,  but  you  cannot  withhold  your  ad- 
t*  miration."  M.  de  Malhezerbes  fupported,  with  the  peace- 
able courage  of  an  irreproachable  life,  the  clamours  of  fero- 
city. M.  de  Montjourdain  boldly  avowed,  before  his  execu- 
tioners, his  courage  and  misfortunes  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft ; 
and  after  confoling  the  wretched,  who  were  to  follow  him,  he 
went  from  prifon  to  the  fcaffold,  and  fo  aftoniihed  Robefpierre, 
and  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  by  his  magnanimous  re-- 
fignation,  that  Robefpierre  himfelf  avowed,  that  a  Royalift 
alone  could  have  written  the  laft  lines,  that  he  traced  to  his 
wife,  and  his  father,  under  the  eyes  of  his  afTaffins. 

Note  (20)  p.  41. 

Charlotte  Corday  died  for  the  Republic  with  all  the  cou- 
rage, with  which  the  Roman  women  once  aftoniihed  their  age; 
and  the  Duke  of  Biron  exclaimed  to  his  judges,  "  Yes!  I 
M  merit  death,  and  I  fear  not  to  avow'  it,  for  betraying  my  Kingy 
"  and ferving  his  enemies.''''  The  Dr.ke  of  Orleans  haftened  the 
execution  of  his  judgment,  and  declared  to  the  tribunal,  who 
nounced  his  fentence,  "I  am  innocent  ;  but  my  death  is 
M  necefj'ary  to  your  Republic  ;  and  I  mufl  fubmit."  Danton  cried 
to  the  people,  "  Before  fix  months  you  will  tear  to  pieces,  both  my 
"judges  and  my  perfecutors."  Barnave,  inceflantly,  repeated  to 
the  people,  "  You  merit  not  to  be  free  ;  /  defpife  you,  and  defire 
*'  death."  Heraut  de  Sechelles,  whom  his  judges  honoured 
with  the accufation  of  having  endeavoured  to  re-eftablilh  Roy- 
alty, anfwered  with  arrogance,  "  /  call  thefe  walls  to  witnefs% 
"  that  I  never  ceafed  to  combat  defpotifm  and  monarchy."  We 
muft  remember,  that  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  fits  in  the 
Palais  de  Juflice ;  and  that  Heraut  de  Sechelles  was  the  Avocat 
al  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris.  Camille  des  Moulins  ex- 
1  with  all  the  heroifm  of  vice,  perfuaded,  that  his  wife 
would  foon  follow  him ;  and  Gorfas  courageoufly  fupported 
the  burthens  of  his  fong.  Even  Gramont,  that  wicked  buf- 
foon,  who  bathed  himfelf  for  fix  whole  days  in  blood,  at  the 
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period  of  the  2d  of  September,  gave  his  fon  as  flrong  proofs  of 
£  attitude,  as  before  he  had  done  of  crimes. 

Note  (21)  fi.  41. 

The  mofl  atrocious  abufe  accompanies  the  condemned  to  the 
fjarrcjd  ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  children  of  ten  to 
twelve  } ears  fuck  the  blood  that  falls. 

Note  (22) p.  41. 

There  are  eighty-feven  news-papers  at  Paris;  and  every 
Municipality  receives,  at  lead,  two  or  three,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  addrefles  and  proclamations. 

Note  (23)/.  41. 

The  capture  of  Landrecies,  an  event  decifive  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign,  produced  no  fenfation  at  Paris,  amongft 
the  people,  but  a  very  flrong  one  in  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  and  in  the  Convention. 

Note  (24)/.  43. 

Two-thirds  of  the  arretted  in  Paris,  and  the  departments, 
are  guarded  by  one,  or  two  Sans  Culottes,  and  are  obliged  to 
pay  them  fix  livres  a  day.  They  anfwer  for  the  perfon  of  the 
prifoner  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Surety. 

Note — after  ukotiyp.  47,  /.  I. 

Bv  banifhment  we  mufl  understand  the  mafTacre  of  all  the 
individuals,  they  condemn  to  this  punifhment.  They  will 
never  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  tranfport  them  to 
Cayenne  or  to  Port  Marat  (Port  Dauphin  in  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar).  They  confine  them  in  boats,  and  being  fcuttled, 
the  veffel  foon  finks.  This  meafure  was  thrice  put  into  exe- 
cution upon  the  Loire,  and  fix  hundred  and  forty  perfons  thus 
perifhed  in  the  iaft  tranfportation. 

Note  (25)/.  49. 

Eleven  millions  and  an  half  (near  £.  500.000.)  in  gold  and 
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iilver,  were  fent  in  February,  and  March,  into  Poland.  The 
fact  is  avowed  by  many  deputies  of  the  Convention,  and  by 
one  of  the  perfons,  who  remitted  it  into  Switzerland. 

Note  (26)  p.  51. 

The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  depend  fo  much  upon  the 
difunion  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  upon  the  mifunder- 
ftandings  of  the  cabinets,  that  there  pafTes  not  a  day,  when 
thefe  ill-founded  hopes  are  not  prefented  to  the  people  in  ail 
the  journals,  even  in  thofe  of  the  Convention.  Robefpierre 
flatters  himfelf  with  the  hope,  that  fatigue,  and  the  want  of 
refources,  will,  fucceffively,  detach,  from  the  general  coalition, 
the  fovereigns  of  thofe  ftates,  Nvhofe  fituation  feems  to  defend 
them  from  the  principles,  and  armies  of  France.  He  was 
perfuaded,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  that  the  allies 
would  not  be  able  to  fupport  a  fourth;  he  thought  and  even 
faid  to  a  Deputy  of  the  Convention,  Member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  General    Surety,  "  Fear,  golJ,   and  intrigue,  •will  foor, 

detach  fome  ally  fro?n  this  formidable  league." ;;   //  is  not  tie 

defeats,  they  experience,  but  the  faults,  they  commit,  ivhick  caufe 
our  fucceffes,"  faid  the  impudent  Barrere,  on  22d  April,  "  our 
grcatejl  -vitlories,  ive  do  not  fjieak  of  He  acknowledged  to 
three  of  his  intimate  acquaintance,  "  that  the  war  mujl  be  ter- 
minated this  year,  or  the  Guillotine,  and  the  Convention  could  go  on. 
no  longer."  Robefpierre  find,  /  coin  money,  fpeaking  of  the 
vi&ims,  he  fends  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  In  no  age, 
ever  exifted  a  profcription,  fo  durable  as  that  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Tribunal.  The  Revolution  ftalks  with  giant  fbides 
over  Europe;  and  univerfal  property  is  promiled  to  the 
French  Sans-cillottes:  but  I  repeat,  that  the  Convention  can- 
not refill  a  fourth  campaign,  nor  the  revolution  t.vo  years 
of  war. 

Note — after  attempts,  p.  51,  /.  14. 

The  Jacobins,  and  the  Convention,  are  ftrengthened  by  the 

terror,  which  they  infpire  into  the  Courts  of  Europe.     They 

continually  perfuade  the. people,  that  the  Sovereigns  acknow- 

ge,  and  relpect  the  deputies  of  the  Convention,  and  the 
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Ccnftituted  Authorities.  Every  reprefentative  in  the  armies* 
and  departments,  receives  orders  from  the  Commit.ee  of 
Public  Safety  to  encourage  this  opinion  in  the  courfe  of  his 
miffion.  A  villain,  called  Dufourny,  repeated,  laft  January,  at 
the  Tribune  of  the  Jacobins,  during  the  purifying  fcrutiny  of 
their  members,  "  Let  us  all  rejoice,  brethren,  and  Citizens,  with 
the  immortal  Drouet,  and  the  other  virtuous  citizens,  ivhom  treafon 
have  plunged  into  dungeons.  Be  eafy  upon  their  lot :  our  enemies 
dare  not  attempt  their  lives:  they  knozu  well,  that  all  the  Kings  of 
Europe  ivould  anfver  for  it.  We  Jliall foonfee  again,  in  our  bofomy 
thefe  martyrs  of  liberty."  Amar  and  Geffroy  hold  the  fame 
language  at  the  Committee  of  General  Surety.  The  Jacobins 
think  themfelves  more  dreaded,  than  they  are;  and  I  affirm, 
that  the  day  when  the  French  people  fhall  ceafe  to  be  per- 
fuaded  of  their  power,  is  the  day,  they  have  moft  to  fear. 

By  the  daily  promifes  of  approaching  peace,  and  by  the 
perfuafions,  that  the  victims,  whofe  blood  the  fcaffolds  daily 
feed,  are  their  enemies,  the  Committee  cf  Public  Safety  con- 
tinue to  difpcfe  of  the  means  of  France:  but  wearinefs,  and 
defpair  are  general.  Since  the  month  of  February,  Robefpierre 
was  fo  alarmed  by  it,  that  he  reioived  to  attempt  a  general 
attack  upon  ail  the  points  of  the  empire,  and  to  make  the 
rnoft  violent  efforts  againft  the  allies.  The  Convention  can 
neither  a  long  time  fuftain  nor  renew  thefe  efforts,  if  obliged 
to  continue  the  war.  Robefpierre  will  facrihce  every  thing  to 
terminate  it  this  year;  he  will  hi  obliged  this  winter,  to  give  a 
government,  and  repofe  to  France,  (all  the  great  refources  of 
war  being  fpent)  or  to  dread  an  expiofion,  as  decifive,  as 
able. 

N.  B.  With  repugnance,  and  violence  to  my  feelings,  I 
have  fcrupuloufly,  and  literally,  adhered  to  the  words,  by 
which  the  crimes  of  France  are  cherifhed;  but  this  circum- 
fiance  will  atteft  my  attention  to  trutn;  and  the  proofs  of 
whatever,  I  have  advanced,  have  been  acquired  by  the  molt 
credible  means. 

FINIS. 


